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A Letter from the RCCC President 

My friends, 

 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023, is the 20th anniversary of the Rowlett Citizen 

Corps Council, and the Rowlett CERT program. 

 

Wednesday’s milestone represents twenty years of awesome volunteers 

supporting our communities through all manners of distress and calamity. 

This landmark simply would not be possible except for committed folks like 

you who continually put others first and strive toward building a better, 

brighter future for us all. So much has changed over the past two dec-

ades, but our desire to help our fellow Texans still rings true and clear. 
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On March 8th, we’ll celebrate this auspicious occasion with a grand Awards and Recognition 

Banquet fit for our organization. I hope that you’ll be joining us for an evening of blues music, 

fajitas, awards and conversation with your colleagues. 

 

Thank you for everything that you do on a daily basis to make our organization a strong, viable, 

force multiplier and help to our community. Indeed, you are the fabric of a wonderful volunteer 

system that makes our community a great one. 

 

I looking forward to seeing you very soon. 

 

Whitney P. Laning 

RCCC President 

We hope to see you soon for our 20th Anniversary 

celebration!  We need some assistance setting 

up the event.  If you are able to come early 

around 3 pm on March 8th to help out, please let 

Whitney or Leisa know, or sign up here. 

 

Your help would be greatly appreciated. 

mailto:laningwp@gmail.com?subject=Gala%20Set-up
mailto:leisap@verizon.net?subject=Gala%20Set-up%20Help
https://tinyurl.com/yrdsbn6e
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NEW RCCC ID Cards 

New ID cards are being issued for the entire RCCC organization.  ID cards will be 

replaced by a single card for all programs, which is easier to manage and keep 

secure.   

 

Staging cards are still valid and should be kept.  Cards will be issued at general 

meetings in February and March. At the same time, we will be collecting RCCC 

Non-Disclosure Agreements and making an effort for 100% collection across all 

programs.  Be sure to bring your old ID cards and exchange them for the new ID 

card.    

CERT MEMBERS who have not obtained a new ID card by March 31st will be dropped from the 

program. Please make every effort to attend the March 15th CERT meeting, to get your new 

RCCC ID.  

BIG DAY APRIL 22nd!  We’ll need lots of volunteer assistance that day. 

 

DFW Fire Games, 6:30 am to 3 pm, Fire Station 2 Training Field 

 

Kid Fish & Cardboard Boat Regalia, 9 am to 3 pm, Community Park 

 

Earth Day 2023, 5 to 9 pm, Downtown Rowlett   

 

We’ll get you more specifics as we get closer to the dates. Sign up here 

for the last three events, which are for first aid booth support.  DFW Fire 

Games is a large event sponsored by the Explorer Post.   

Don’t stop believing … or Tracking your service hours.  Service 

Hours are critically important to the organization in a number of 

ways.  

CERT members, are you familiar with Survey123?  It’s an 

important CERT deployment app. You can find it in the 

Apple App Store or Google Play. Don’t worry about cre-

ating an account, just download the app to your phone.  

Give it a try, and win a prize! Scan this QR code, or click here on 

your computer to take a short survey by Wednesday, March 

8th, to be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card!  

 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events
https://arcg.is/DbuLj
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Welcome, New CERT Members!   

We had CERT new member orientations for folks who took the February 

G-317 CERT Basic class.  We want to welcome the following new mem-

bers to CERT: 

Chris Bunkoff 

Roxanne Bunkoff 

Brian Filkins 

David Hudson 

Rebekah Hudson 

Arthur San Roman 

Finn Simmensen 

Yolanda Simmensen 

Elzbeth Wilkinson  

Jay James 

Sharon Phillips 

John Prater 

Andrea Rush 

Thanks for volunteering to serve our communities and welcome to the CERT family. 

  

There are additional volunteers from the G-317 who will be joining CERT, but they are partici-

pating in a later orientation.  We will welcome the other new CERT members in the April 

newsletter  

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

We are starting a new column this month to help us get to 

know a little bit about our fellow CERT members.  Each month, 

we will randomly pick two members, who we send the same set 

of questions to.  They will always be the same questions but the 

answers can help us get to know some important stuff about 

our volunteers.  We can’t take credit for the questions as they 

are a revised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for celebri-

ty guests.  Please note that participation, should someone be 

selected, is completely voluntary. 

Best sandwich?   

Both of us love Philly Cheesesteak 

  

What's one thing you own that you really should 

throw out? 

Grace: Old office/work clothes 

Glenn: Garage junk, that may come in handy later 

  

What is the scariest animal? 

Grace: Skunk 

Glenn: Grizzly bear 

  

Native Texan or From Another Land?   

Both native Texan 

 

Favorite action movie? 

Grace: I would rather see a scary movie 

Glenn: Anything with Liam Neeson 

  

Favorite smell? 

Grace: Anything that's fresh baked in the oven 

Glenn: Chaste tree in full bloom 

  

Least favorite smell? 

Grace: Burnt popcorn 

Glenn: Skunk 

  

Flat or sparkling water?  Flat for both 

  

Most used app on your phone? 

Grace: Facebook 

Glenn: Fantasy Football App 

  

You get one song to listen to for the rest of your life: 

what is it? 

Grace: Jesus of Suburbia by Green Day 

Glenn: Crimson & Clover by Tommy James & the 

Shondells 

 

Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? 

Grace: Don't sweat the small stuff 

Glenn: Live retirement to the fullest 

For March we chose the CERT Power Couple of Grace and Glenn Spivey.  Following are their 

responses: 
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The Logistics Team will be holding their monthly meeting on Thursday, March 

9th, 7pm at the OG.  Please feel free to attend if you would like to find out 

about the critical mission our Logistics Team makes in keeping us in a ready 

state.  You can also talk to Greg Bass, Logistics Team Leader 

(greg.bass1@verizon.net) to find out if being a part of the Logistics Team is right 

for you.  

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794394  

  

Upcoming CERT Events 

The CERT General Meeting will be on Wednesday, March 15th, 7pm, at the OG. 

Our topic for March will be Get A Kit, Make A Plan, Be Prepared.  The topic will be presented 

by none other than our own Greg Bass – Logistics Team Leader. Greg will be discussing making 

sure we are ready at home: that is where CERT begins. 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/775297  

  

On the evening of March 25 into March 26, the City will be reviving a tradition of hosting the 

Rowlett Family Campout in Pecan Grove Park.  CERT will be providing First Aid and Safety Sup-

port for the event.  Volunteers are needed for the evening of the 25th and you can camp out 

under the stars if you would like to spend the night (but is not required). 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794373  

  

Easter Eggstravaganza  
When: Saturday, April 1st 

Where: Pecan Grove Park (5300 Main St) 

Time: 10am to noon.  

Come help out at the City's annual Easter Egg Hunt. Dress is programs shirts 

and what the weather dictates (shorts OK). We will be distributing the eggs 

before each hunt which are divided by age groups. First aid as secondary 

duty. 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794375  

 

Please check the RCCC master calendar and TRACK-IT-FORWARD 

regularly for event information and to TRACK HOURS.  We can’t 

stress enough how important it is to log your volunteer time to help 

ensure the continued viability of all RCCC programs.  Additionally, 

you will be able to see all the events and happenings for all the programs of the RCCC and 

all the great things going on, to continue to make our Community Safer, Stronger, and Better 

Prepared! 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events  

mailto:greg.bass1@verizon.net
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794394
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/775297
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794373
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794375
https://rowlettcitizencorps.org/wp/?page_id=322
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events
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ARES needs YOU for SKYWARN. You don't have to obtain a HAM radio 

license to be a Skywarn Spotter. You only need to be a member of 

RCCC, take the free Skywarn class given annually, print out your certifi-

cate at the end of the Skywarn class, and have a sincere desire to help 

during severe thunderstorm/tornado/flood watches and warnings. Fur-

ther information may be obtained at  

https://www.weather.gov/fwd/skywarn.  

ARES NEWS 

The Rowlett ARES program is sponsoring a two-day American Radio 

Relay League (ARRL) Technician Class at the Rowlett Fire Station #2 

Training room (come in the front door), 8602 Schrade Rd, on 2 con-

secutive Saturdays,  March 11 and 18, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each of those 

days.  

There will be a break of one hour sometime during each class. Topics include radio 

fundamentals, electricity, equipment, talking with people around the world, FCC li-

censing, operating regulations, and safety.  

 

Rowlett is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the Amateur Radio Emergency 

Service (ARES) program to assist with communications during severe weather and ma-

jor disasters.  Our teams also help with City events. 

 

The class is open to the public. A non-refundable fee of $40 payable at time of regis-

tration covers the cost of the ARRL license manual and administrative expenses.  To 

register and pay for the class, use the link posted below. 

https://rccc-100286.square.site/product/amateur-radio-technician-class/21 

 

For questions, please email info@rowlettares.com. 

Upcoming National Weather Service Skywarn classes include: 

• Rockwall County: Tuesday, March 7th 5PM Rockwall County Sheriff’s Office, 950 T L 

Townsend Dr, Rockwall, TX 75087 

• Skywarn Virtual Classes are a convenient way to take these free classes online. 

You can sign up: 

• Saturday, March 4, 9:30am 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/3450123880167241303 

• Tuesday, March 21, 7pm 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8925918285887172697 

 

The full Skywarn 2023 class schedule is available here,  

https://www.weather.gov/fwd/skywarnmap but very few classes remain. So sign up 

today!  

https://www.weather.gov/fwd/skywarn
https://rccc-100286.square.site/product/amateur-radio-technician-class/21
mailto:info@rowlettares.com
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/3450123880167241303
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8925918285887172697
https://www.weather.gov/fwd/skywarnmap


RCCC News March 2023 6 

Duck Creek First Aid Meet  Explorers held a first aid meet in February for 

BSA. Explorers put together stations to simulate real life first aid emergen-

cies. The Scouts worked through each station and then received training 

from the Explorers on how to improve their skills. 

 

Duck Creek District Dinner- Rowlett Explorer Post One was 

invited to attend the Duck Creek District Dinner to recog-

nize outstanding scouts.    
 

 

Explorer NEWS 

In February, Fire Explorers worked with Rowlett Fire, Captain Grant and ladder 3 on 

charged hose advancement. They also have 

been training hard to compete in fire games 

and will soon start training multiple days a week. 
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Explorers Update 

Explorer Highlight of the Month  

Explorer Abraham Rios 

Abraham has been in the post for two years 

and was selected to be a Lieutenant. No 

matter rain or shine he is always one of the 

first explorers to show up and last to leave. 

He is always looking for extra tasks he can 

do and stepping up to help anyone in 

need. He asks for additional training and 

volunteers to learn new skills to teach the 

group. He also enjoys rock climbing, camp-

ing, fishing and being with his friends and 

family.  Abraham is currently a Fire Explorer 

and plans to become a firefighter in the 

next few years.  

Upcoming Explorer Events 
 

March 3rd Friends of Scouting Dinner: Kylie Texta and Scottie O’Malley will have the 

privilege of representing Rowlett Explorer Post One and speaking at the Friends of 

Scouting Dinner. 

 

March 4th-5th Wilderness & Remote Area First Aid  Explorer Post One will be hosting a 

training to prepare individuals for their next backpacking or high adventure trip. This is 

a 16-hour course that combines classroom lecture and skills practice to teach assess-

ment, basic and advanced first aid techniques, emergency transport and evacua-

tions. 

 

March 18th  Venturing Rendezvous Explorers will be attending Venturing Rendezvous at 

Camp Wisdom to demonstrate skills and techniques. 

 

April 22nd DFW Fire Games  Explorer Post One is hosting DFW Fire Games 2023. Fire and 

EMS Explorers from all over Texas will compete in teams against other posts to test their 

skills. We will need volunteers to help with this event. Signup Genius will be going out in 

the next few weeks with available volunteer positions. For more information please 

reach out to Scott Hart at scotthart@rowlettexplorers.com 

mailto:scotthart@rowlettexplorers.com
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BSA646 Update 

T646 first Scout ribbon 

for our troop flag 

February, 2023 

Ryan ending our 

Court of Honor 

with Taps 

February, 2023 

Youth Leadership Team 

February 7, 2023 

T646 Campout at TRJ 

January, 2023 

Ryan and Landon staff-

ing Woodturning at 

Winter Camp 

Last dinner at Winter Camp 


