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The March 8th gala was an extraordinary evening of celebration!    

Congratulations to all of the outstanding volunteers who were so de-

servedly recognized for their service and leadership!  
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RCCC Volunteer of the Year James “LT” Marple 

RCCC Board of Directors 

Bella Hatcher, Explorer of the Year 

Rachel Dean, Explorer Advisor of the Year 

James Marple, Rowlett CERT Volunteer of the Year 

Robert Hite, EastTex CERT Volunteer of the Year 

Glenn Spivey, Fire Corps Volunteer of the Year 

Frank Seigler, ARES Volunteer of the Year 

  

Glenn & Grace Spivey, Rowlett CERT Award of Excellence 

Ron Davis; EastTex CERT Award of Excellence 

Koren Ernst, Explorer Advisor Award of Excellence 

Abraham Rios, Explorer Award of Excellence 

Mark Riaboy, Fire Corps Award of Excellence 

Greg Bass, ARES Award of Excellence 

James Marple, RCCC Volunteer of the Year 

Kylie Texta, J. Scott Hart Spirit Award 

Logistics Team, President’s Distinguished Service Award (Greg Bass, Michael Williamson, Wes Menzies, 

Rhett Riegel, Mike Daffin, Jonathan Chance, Erik Ernst) 

Erik B. Ernst, RCCC Pioneer Award 

R. Scott Hart, RCCC Pioneer Award 



Track It Forward HELP! You’ve heard and read about the 

importance that RCCC places on time tracking. But many 

volunteers haven’t logged into the Track it Forward time 

tracking system.  

RCCC Master Calendar 

The RCCC Master Calendar is the one-stop shop for all events and activities. 

Here are some standing calendar meetings. Please mark your calendars!  

• CERT General Meetings are monthly on the third Wednesday 

• EastTex CERT General Meetings are monthly on the third Thursday 

• ARES meets in person monthly on the third Monday 

• Explorer Post One meets weekly on Thursdays 

• BSA Troop 646 meets weekly on Mondays 

  

As always, if you have any questions ask a Program Director or 

email admin@rowlettcitizencorps.org for clarification. 

It should not be confused with Track it Forward, which is for tracking your service 

hours.  The Master Calendar is a link at the top of our main website at  

https://rowlettcitizencorps.org.  If you need to sign up for a meeting or activity, it will 

also be listed on Track it Forward, or additional information will be provided in an 

email announcement. 

Thank you to all who volunteered for the April 22nd City of 

Rowlett events Kid Fish! and Carboard Boat Regatta.  

All volunteer slots are full!  

Need some help, or one-on-one coaching? Then this online meeting is for you! Join JP 

on Wednesday April 12th for some Track it Forward support.  

 

When: Wednesday, April 12th  

Where: https://tinyurl.com/3x3x36yn . YOU WILL NEED Meeting ID: 254 891 995 888  

and Passcode: 5PrmZp  

Time: 7 – 7:30PM (or later if needed) 

 

If you’d like to try logging in before April 12th, simply click here and enter your email 

address. Click the RESET PASSWORD button and follow instructions to create a pass-

word. Otherwise, we’ll see you on April 12th.  

 

As always, if you’re stuck, contact IT@RowlettCitizenCorps.org.  

RCCC General Announcements 
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https://tinyurl.com/42spmj9f
https://tinyurl.com/42spmj9f
mailto:admin@rowlettcitizencorps.org
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/rowlett-citizen-corps-council
https://rowlettcitizencorps.org/
https://tinyurl.com/3x3x36yn
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/rowlett-citizen-corps-council
mailto:IT@RowlettCitizenCorps.org?subject=RCCC%20IT%20Help
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CERT members, are you familiar with Survey123?  It’s an 

important CERT deployment app. You can find it in the 

Apple App Store or Google Play. Don’t worry about cre-

ating an account, just download the app to your phone.  

Give it a try, and win a prize! Scan this QR code, or click 

here on your computer to take a short survey by Wednes-

day, April 12th to be entered into a drawing for a CERT Con-

ference travel mug!  

Need help? We’re here: Email IT@RowlettCitizenCorps.org.  

RCCC General Announcements (continued) 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Easter Eggstravaganza  Volunteer slots are still available!  

When: Saturday, April 1st 

Where: Pecan Grove Park (5300 Main St) 

Time: 10AM-Noon 

 

Come help out at the City's annual Easter Egg Hunt. Dress is programs shirts and 

what the weather dictates (shorts OK). We will be distributing the eggs before 

each hunt which are divided by age groups. First aid as secondary duty. 

For more info: https://www.ci.rowlett.tx.us/766/Easter-Eggstravaganza 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794375 

 

 
DFW Fire Games   

When: Saturday, April 22nd  

Where: 8602 Schrade Rd, Rowlett, TX 75088 

Time: 7AM – 4PM (various shifts available)  

 

Explorer Post One is hosting DFW Fire Games 2023. Fire and EMS Explorers from 

all over Texas will compete in teams against other posts to test their skills. We still 

need volunteers to help with this event. Check out Signup Genius  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4facac2fa7f49-2023#/ for available 

volunteer positions. For more information, please contact Scott Hart 

at scotthart@rowlettexplorers.com 

https://arcg.is/DbuLj
mailto:IT@RowlettCitizenCorps.org?subject=Survey123%20Assistance
https://www.ci.rowlett.tx.us/766/Easter-Eggstravaganza
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/794375
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4facac2fa7f49-2023#/
mailto:scotthart@rowlettexplorers.com
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Volunteer Opportunities (continued) 

Storm Season is Here 

Thanks to all of our Storm Spotters who braved the elements 

during the March storms.  

 

Rowlett ARES and Skywarn storm spotters work together to 

observe weather and warn the community of dangerous 

storm activity.  

If you’d like to get involved, you can start by signing up 

for the National Weather Service Skywarn training here: 

https://www.weather.gov/crp/skywarn.  Once you’ve 

completed the training, contact ARES program Director 

Mark Riaboy at MarkRiaboy@Gmail.com.  

ARES Director Mark Riaboy 

Working with Storm Spotters 

The Award-Winning CERT Logistics team is looking for volunteers inter-

ested in supporting an effort to accomplish inventories, update equip-

ment records, and develop training materials.  No experience is re-

quired!  We think that the group would meet for work sessions about 

once a month.  If interested, please email Greg 

at gbass@rowlettcitizencorps.org.  

Seeking Amateur Radio Communicators for the 36th Anniversary 

Bike MS: Sam’s Club Round Up Ride on May 6 & 7, 2023. This is a 

great opportunity to learn and test your  radio skills out in the “field”. 

If you are worried about your capabilities or equipment, we pair 

folks with experienced operators, if needed, and can help you 

along the way. This is also a great opportunity for experienced oper-

ators to mentor newer folks!  

The event is held over 2 days. Signups are available for either one or both days. 

·         Day 1 start line: Frisco 

·         Day 1 finish line / Day 2 start line: Denton County Fairgrounds 

·         Day 2 finish line: Panther Island Pavilion Ft. Worth 

 

For further information or questions, please contact James “Lt.” Marple 

email: j.marple@verizon.net 

https://www.weather.gov/crp/skywarn
mailto:MarkRiaboy@Gmail.com
mailto:gbass@rowlettcitizencorps.org
mailto:j.marple@verizon.net
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Upcoming Meetings 

ARES monthly training net 

When: Monday, April 3rd (First Monday of each month) 

Where: Channel #13 in Rowlett ARES band plan. 

Time: 20:00 (8 PM)  

 
ARES In-Person Meeting  

When: April 17th (Third Monday of each month) 

Where: Training Room Fire Station #2, 8602 Schrade Rd 

Time: 19:00 (7 PM) 

 
Logistics Meeting  

When: Thursday, April 13th (second Thursday of each month) 

Where: OG, 5100 Dalrock Road 

Time: 1900 hours (7PM) 

CERT Logistics Team keeps the CERT equipment rolling. They maintain 

CERT’s many vehicles, keep the communication equipment operational, 

and organize power and radios during a deployment. If you’re handy and 

organized, and want to get involved, contact CERT Logistics Manager 

Greg Bass, Greg.Bass1@Verizon.net. 

 

 
CERT General Meeting  

When: Thursday, April 19th (third Wednesday of each month) 

Where: OG, 5100 Dalrock Road 

Time: 1900 hours (7PM) 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/775298  

In honor of "National Cruelty to Animals Awareness" Month, the April meet-

ing will focus on animals in disaster. According to FEMA’s “Animals in Disas-

ters” training, approximately 59% of American households own a pet. This 

makes animal awareness a big part of disaster preparedness. Join us for 

this month's "Animals in Disaster" topic to learn more. 

Planning ahead, there are a lot of volunteer opportunities later in the 

Spring:  Barks, Brews and Brats, as well as the June weekly farmer’s mar-

kets. And more events are added all the time. Check them out, and be 

sure to sign up:  

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events 

mailto:Greg.Bass1@Verizon.net
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/775298
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events
https://tinyurl.com/42spmj9f
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CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a 

set of questions.  They will always be the same questions 

but the answers can help us get to know some important 

stuff about our volunteers.  We can’t take credit for the 

questions as they are a revised version of Stephen Col-

bert’s questions for celebrity guests.  Please note that par-

ticipation, should someone be selected, is completely 

voluntary.  

This month's featured member is Rhett Riegel.  

Best sandwich?  Bacon Cheeseburger 

  

What's one thing you own that you really 

should throw out? 

Broken machines saved for parts.  

  

What is the scariest animal?  Humans. 

  

Native Texan or From Another Land?   

Michigander. 

 

Favorite action movie? 

All Star Trek Movies. 

 

  

 

Favorite smell?  My wife.  

  

Least favorite smell?  Rotten flesh.  

  

Flat or sparkling water?  Yes. 

  

Most used app on your phone? 

Mute...no, probably weather.  

  

You get one song to listen to for the rest of your 

life: what is it? 

Here for a good time (George Strait)  

 

Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? 

Trying to be a good person.  

Rhett Riegel 

And while we’re getting to know Rhett, please join us in 

congratulating Rhett on a recent promotion: Riegel has 

been named Deputy Logistics Manager of Rowlett CERT.   

 

Greg Bass, Logistic Manager, said "Rhett's abilities and leadership have made a real dif-

ference for the team.  Please join me in welcoming Rhett to his new role." 
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Recent Explorer Events 

Explorer NEWS 

Friends of Scouting At the beginning of March, Ky-

lie Texta and Scotty O’Malley had the privilege of 

representing the post at the Friends of Scouting 

dinner.  

 

They both had the opportunity to speak at the 

event and practice their public speaking. 

Fire Explorers Physical Agility Course In March, the Rowlett Fire Department put the 

Fire Explorers through a physical agility course (JTS) to help them prepare for fire 

games. Special thanks to Station 1 Shift A for taking the time to coach them through it. 
 

Circle Ten Council Dinner The leadership team for Explorer Post One attended the Cir-

cle Ten council Dinner on March 23rd. 

 

Lock-In On March 24th the Explorers had a lock-in focusing on team building, with a 

game night. Some Whirlyball in Plano rounded out the friendly competition. 

Venturing Rendezvous: Several explorers volun-

teered to attend Venturing Rendezvous and 

demonstrate their skills and techniques to Boy 

Scouts. 
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Recent Explorer Events (continued) 

Explorer NEWS (continued) 

Fire Games Training The Explorers are working hard gearing up for Fire Games. They 

are currently practicing three times a week to be ready to compete in April. 
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Explorer Highlight of the Month  

  

Explorer Kylie Texta 

Kylie has been in the post for a year and is on her sec-

ond term as a Lieutenant.  

 

She is currently in college at UTA for broadcasting, 

works at In-N-Out Burger, and attends every meeting 

and event that the post participates in (which is a lot).  

Kylie is one of the first people to step up and take on 

another task, and is always offering to lend a hand.  

 

In her free time, Kylie is a big Dallas Stars and Rangers fan, she loves to play softball 

(specifically shortstop and catcher), and she loves to watch movies and tv. We are 

proud to have Kylie not only as an Explorer but also a part of our leadership team. 

In March, Kylie represented the 

post by speaking in front of sever-

al hundred people at the Friends 

of Scouting Dinner.  

 

Kylie was later presented with the 

Scott Hart Spirit Award at the 

RCCC Banquet.  

Explorer NEWS (continued) 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Fire Games-On April 22nd Explorer Post One will be hosting DFW Fire Games at Fire Sta-

tion 2. We are still in need of volunteers. If you would like to participate, please go to 

Signup Genius https://tinyurl.com/mr42eb9y or contact Scott Hart 

at scotthart2@gmail.com.  

 

A few of the open positions include shuttle driver, parking attendants, EMS victim, first 

aid and also two physically demanding positions for the Firefighter Combat Challenge. 

Rowlett Explorer Post One: 2023 Explorer Fire Games (signupgenius.com) 

 

BLAST! Babysitter Lessons and Safety Training will take place on May 20th. This program, 

developed by the American Academy of Pediatrics, is designed to prepare teens and 

give them the skills and knowledge that every babysitter should have.  

  

Explorer NEWS (continued) 

BSA646 Update 

There’s lots going on with Troop 646!  

 

In addition to weekly meetings, Troop 646 is participating in the Tri-City Clean Up on 

Saturday April 1st, an Orienteering Course on April 8th, the Duck Creek District Campo-

ree on April 14th and the Rowlett Kid Fish! and Cardboard Boat Regatta on April 22nd.  

https://tinyurl.com/mr42eb9y
mailto:scotthart2@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4facac2fa7f49-2023#/

