RCCC News
July 2023

Calling all volunteers!

July 4th is Rowlett's biggest event of the year, and we need
YOU!

We have a busy month coming up for CERT:
Right off the bat in July we have the Freedom 5k and Fireworks On Main.

Freedom 5k starts in front of the Rowlett Chamber Building 7AM, July 4th. Volunteers should be
checked in at staging (at the Chamber building) by 6:30AM. We will be assisting with provid-
ing directions and support to runners throughout the course. Shorts are OK when supporting
this as well as program shirts and vests. A wide hat and sunscreen are recommended. We
should be wrapped up by 9:30AM.

To sign up to support the 5k, please visit https://tinyurl.com/TIFSk. (If you will be at the 5K and
then the 4th festival later in the day, then go home and take a nap).

Next up is Fireworks on Main. This is Rowlett's biggest event of the year, and we need YOU!
(CERT and Explorers volunteers sign up here hitps://tinyurl.com/J4CERT, ARES volunteers sign up
here https://finyurl.com/J4ARES. Please see page 8 for more ARES volunteer information.)

Volunteers are needed for set-up, first aid/cooling, fire watch, fraffic control, general safety,
and tear down. Come as early as you can, starting at 11:30AM, and stay for as long as you can
until midnight. There will be three great bands, tons of food trucks, fabulous fireworks and

more. Wear your program shirt and vest, and bring your cell phone and charger, water, bug
spray, sun screen, and hat. If you plan to volunteer for fire watch, pack a hard hat, goggles
and long pants. (You can leave your backpack at First Aid Station 1.)

Check-in/Staging will be at FIRST AID STATION 1, at the Inside this Issue

entrance.

July 4th update......ccccuvievveeeecienee 1-2
Remember to PARK at the Rowlett HS Parking Lot, or you CERT NEWS...ooovvevoeves oo 2
can park at the DART station, Rowlett City Hall, or Coyle

ARES NEWS......coveieiiiieecsee e 8

Middle School where a city-run shuttle will take you to the
event. There is NO PARKING at the Rowlett Community Explorer & BSA T646 Update............. 9
Center. Click here https://tinyurl.com/RowlettJuly4 for city
event details.




Fireworks on Main (continued)

The City will be supplying food for the first two shifts, and we will base
the number for food on sign-ups in Track it Forward
https://tinyurl.com/39w2kp44. If you do not sign up in TIF, you will not
be supplied lunch.

Important Note: We plan to use Survey123. This allows us to track the location of
our volunteers, potentially eliminating some of the radio PAR checks.

Before July 4th, volunteers please download the ArcGIS Survey123 app from the
Apple app store or from the Google Play store. There is NO need to set up an
account: just get the app on your phone for now. The app will not work as need-
ed if you do not give the app ‘location; permission. If you have any trouble,
email JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org, or call JP at (469) 471-1073. More info will be
provided at the event.

Survey 123
App icon

Fireworks on Main Event timeline:

- 11:30AM Setup - 9PM Fire Watch Briefing @ First Aid Statfion 3
- 2:30PM Build-out, stations - 9:30PM Fire Watch Line in Place

- 5PM Band 1: Summer Dean - 9:40PM National Anthem

- 6:30PM Band 2: Live 80 - 9:45PM Fireworks Begin

- 8PM Emerald City Band - 10PM Fireworks End, Teardown Begins

Active Shooter Exercise

July 24, 25, 27, and 28, 2023

Rowlett PD is conducting/hosting Active Shooter exercises over the
course of four days in July. We are looking for volunteers to assist in this
very important training. Below are all of the details.

Exercise Location: Schrade Middle School (Overflow Parking: Steadham Elementary School)

Training is 4 days: There are two sessions per day: Each session will have both alec-
e Monday (7/24) e 8:00AM — 1:00PM fure portion (2 hours) and a drill
Tuesday (7/25) e 1:30PM — 7:00PM portion (3 hours). The drills will be

[ )
various active shooter scenarios,
* Thursdoy (7/27) RTF formations, and other surprise
e Friday (7/28) scenario changes.

We have two roles for volunteers:

e Actors will serve as victims in the scenario. Volunteers can expect moulage and should wear cloth-
ing they do not mind getting messy or torn. We will need 20 teen volunteers (age 12-18) and 10
adult volunteers per day.

e Exercise support will help with set up/clean up and any other needs throughout the day. We will
need 10 volunteers per day.

R E —IIIII—— — —
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Active Shooter Exercise (continued)

We understand these are long days, so if volunteers are only available
for one of the sessions, we will gladly accept the help. Any volunteer
who spends the whole day with us will be served lunch!

Rowlett Office of Emergency Management will be managing this exer-
cise and you can sign up by going to the volunteer registration survey
https://arcg.is/1aOnra0.

August CERT G-317
On July 1st, registration will open for the August CERT G-317. The class will be
held on August 5th and 12, Both classes are required for completion.

If you have any friends or family who have wanted to know what CERT is all
about, please direct them to visit the RCCC website:
https://rowlettcitizencorps.org/wp/2page id=471

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge

Each month, we randomly pick a member to an-
swer a set of questions. They will always be the
same questions but the answers can help us get to
know some important stuff about our volunteers.

We can't take credit for the questions as they are a
revised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for
celebrity guests. Please note that participation,
should someone be selected, is completely volun-

tary. This month's featured member is John Meyers. John Meyers
Best sandwich? French Dip. Least favorite smell? Feed Lot.
What's one thing you own that you really Flat or sparkling water? Flat.

should throw out? Old computer.

Most used app on your phone? Email.
What is the scariest animal? Rattlesnake.

You get one song to listen to for the rest of your
Native Texan or From Another Land? Native. life: what is it? White Rabbit.

Favorite action movie? John Wick 1 -3 Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? Enjoying
the Journey.

Favorite smell? Cinnamon.
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CERT News (continued)

Q2 Drill
On Wednesday, June 7th, we held our quarterly drill which had been
rescheduled as a result of Fire Corps activation.

The training for the drill was Damage Assessment and we had the opportunity to learn new skills
and put those skills to the test. This event also provided the opportunity to test the communica-
fions and other upgrades that have been made to the response trailer.

Thanks to the Logistics and ARES teams for collaborating to make the changes.

Photos: Erik Ernst

Activation:

| also want to thank all of the CERT volunteers who responded to a missing person activation on
June 19th. If you have not experienced an activation previously, please be patient as recalls
before arrival do occur as well as "showing up" and waiting a while for an assignment. The fact
that we volunteers were willing to go "info the woods" with heat indices over 110 degrees
speaks volumes to your dedication and commitment fo our community.
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CERT News (continued)

Heat safety and awareness:

As we head into July, we are hopefully past the daily severe weather events and constant pre
-alerts. We must continue to be aware, however, of the next threats Mother Nature throws at
us, as we head info the "deep summer."

Since we have already seen friple-digit tfemperatures this year, it is important to recognize the
various medical conditions that may occur as a result: Noft just for people we may encounter
while volunteering, but also to have self-awareness should we have symptoms. The following
graphics highlight some key symptoms/conditions:
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CERT News (continued)

Heat Safety & Awareness (continued)
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CERT News (continued)

Heat Safety & Awareness

(continued)
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ARES News
The July 3rd NET has been cancelled.

The next NET will be August 7 at 20:00 (8PM) on AB5U UHF unless otherwise not-
ed.

The next in-person meeting will be on July 17 at 19:00 (7PM) in the fraining
room of Fire Station #2 on 8602 Schrade Rd.

Volunteer Opportunities
ARES members will be assisting with communications on the July 4th Freedom 5K run. Sign up
on TrackltForward here https://tinyurl.com/TIESk with the ARES support group under the CERT
Freedom 5K Run event.

We are looking for ARES volunteers to join us on July 4th to assist with radio communications
throughout the Fireworks on Main activities. Sign up on TrackltForward here
https://tinyur.com/J4ARES for any or all of the three ARES group shifts. The 3rd shift will be assist-
ing with the fire line during the fireworks.

ARES is Recruiting!

Rowleftt is actively recruiting residents to be frained in the Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES) program to assist with communications during severe weather and major disasters. Our
tfeams also help with City events.

AARL Technician Training

The Rowlett Citizen Corps Council will sponsor a two-day American Radio Relay League (ARRL)
Technician radio class at the Rowleft Fire Station #2 fraining room, 8602 Schrade Rd, from §AM
to 4PM on August 19 and 26, 2023. Topics include radio fundamentals, electricity, equipment,
talking with people around the world, FCC licensing and operating regulations, and safety.

The class is open to the public.

A non-refundable fee of $40 payable at time of registration covers the cost of the ARRL license
manual and administrative expenses. For further information, email info@rowlettares.com. To
sign up for the class, go to https://tinyurl.com/AARLTechnician .

Taking the Technician class will not obligate you to join the ARES program, but will give you the
opportunity, if you are interested.
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Explorer News

Explorer Post One
Embarking on their
June Canoe Trip.

No doubt we'll have some
great stories and photos for
the August newsletter!

BSA646 News

T646 at Summer Campout,
Camp Hale, Oklahoma
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