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Thank you to the many fantastic volunteers who participated in 

July 4th events, and in the recent Active Shooter training!  

 
Dozens of you showed up to support the city, making July 4th even bigger 

and better than ever. And many police and fire fighters expressed their 

thanks as individuals for the volunteers who helped ensure that they are 

prepared.  

 

Your hard work and sweat are appreciated.  

Thank you for all that you do to keep the city safe!  

August CERT General Meeting 
Join us Wednesday, August 16th 7:00PM at Old Glory Station (5100 Dalrock 

Rd.) for an Introduction to Map Reading and Land Navigation. Chances are, 

over the years you’ve come to rely more on Google Maps than good old-

fashioned map reading.   

August CERT G-317 
It’s August, so it’s time for the semi-annual CERT G317 class. This means that 

starting in September, you’ll be seeing some new faces at the monthly meet-

ings and at volunteer events.  

But traditional map reading and land navigation are crucial skills for Search and 

Rescue. Join us on August 16th to refresh your skills, or to learn more about this im-

portant topic.  

If you see someone you don’t know, please introduce your-

self.  CERT is a wonderful place to meet other community-

minded people, so please make our new team members 

feel welcome!  
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CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a set of questions.  They will always be the 

same questions but the answers can help us get to know some important stuff about our volun-

teers.   

 

We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a revised version of Stephen Colbert’s ques-

tions for celebrity guests.  Please note that participation, should someone be selected, is com-

pletely voluntary. This month's featured member is Greg Valera.  

Best sandwich? Teri-burger. 

 

What's one thing you own that you really 

should throw out? Old tires. 

 

What is the scariest animal? Crocodile/

alligator  
 

Native Texan or From Another Land? Hawaii. 

 

Favorite action movie? True Lies. 

  
Favorite smell? New Leather.  

Least favorite smell? Ammonia. 

 

Flat or sparkling water? Flat. 

 

Most used app on your phone? Banking apps. 

 

You get one song to listen to for the rest of your 

life: what is it? Stayin’ Alive.  

 

Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? I like  

traveling, music and reading. 

 

Be sure to check out Track it Forward for a number of upcoming Fall events: 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events 

 

• Friday Night Grooves concerts throughout September 

• September 12th Senior Resource Fair 

• September 30th CERT 3Q Drill 

• Taste of Fall Farmer’s Market events on Thursday evenings 

• October 21st CERT 4Q Drill 

• October 21st Celebrate DiverCity 

• ….and much more!  

August is a relatively quiet volunteer month for CERT, but there are plenty of 

volunteer opportunities coming up soon.  

 

It’s not too early to start thinking about your 40 annual CERT hours — or to 

check your Presidential Volunteer Service Award hours.  

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events
https://presidentialserviceawards.gov/
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ARES News 
The next NET will be August 7 at 20:00 (8PM) on AB5U UHF unless otherwise not-

ed.  

 

Although we don't have a specific date, yet, we hope the repeaters will be 

moved in the next 1 -- 2 weeks. If that happens prior to the next NET, we may 

change the frequency for that night. Stay tuned. 

 

The next in-person meeting will be on August 21 at 19:00 (7PM) in the training 

room of Fire Station #2 on 8602 Schrade Rd. The topic is the  NanoVNA intro-

duction and use. 

The Rowlett ARES program is sponsoring a two-day American Radio Relay League (ARRL) Tech-

nician Class at the Rowlett Fire Station #2 Training room (come in the front door), 8602 Schrade 

Rd, on 2 consecutive Saturdays, August 19 and 26, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each of those days.  

 

There will be a break of 1 hour sometime during each class. Topics include radio fundamentals, 

electricity, equipment, talking with people around the world, FCC licensing, operating regula-

tions, and safety. 

 

Rowlett is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

(ARES) program to assist with communications during severe weather and major disasters.  Our 

teams also help with City events. 

 

The AARL Technician class is open to the public. A non-refundable fee of $40 payable at time 

of registration covers the cost of the ARRL license manual and administrative expenses.   

 

To register and pay for the class, use the link posted here. https://tinyurl.com/RowlettARES  

BSA646 News 

It’s almost time for….popcorn!  

 

Each year, the Scouts sell popcorn to support their 

many community service projects and skills training.  

It’s summer, it’s hot out, and you need to keep up your sodium intake.  

 

For an opportunity to support the Scouts while enjoying a delicious treat, 

please keep an eye on upcoming news announcements.   

https://tinyurl.com/RowlettARES
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Ryan & Ethan teaching  

Emergency Preparedness Merit 

Badge  

to class participants Hastin and 

William. 

Explorer News 

BSA646 News 
(continued) 

River Trip 

Each year the explorers set off on a week –long adventure canoeing 

down the Current River in Missouri. This year they had a group of 13 

people. They started at Baptist Camp and got off at Two Rivers.  

Recent Past Events 

This trip is always a good opportunity for them to practice some skills they have been 

learning throughout the year. 
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Explorer News (continued) 

 
Recent Past Events (continued) 

Car wash 

The Explorers spent half of their Saturday doing a car wash to help prepare for 

their upcoming climbing camp out. They worked all morning/ afternoon and 

then topped it off with our annual pool party! 

4th of July 

Each year the Explorers help with 4th of July. This year they also set up a concession stand 

and ran it for the entire event. This not only allowed them to raise some funds, but also 

helped them meet people in the community and share what they do. 
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Explorer News (continued) 

Upcoming Event: Climbing Camp Out 

At the end of August, the Explorers will be heading to Athens, TX to repel, be-

lay, and climb the tower at Clements Scout Ranch.  

 

They are currently learning and perfecting ropes and  knots, anchors, and me-

chanical advantage systems to prepare for this trip. 

Explorer Highlight: Ryan Laning 

Ryan is one of our outstanding explorers. He is always one of the first people to help others 

and take on more responsibilities.  

 

Ryan joined Explorer Club at age 10, and then became part of the Post. He is also in Scouts 

and enjoys staffing their summer camp at Trevor Rees-Jones Scout Camp.  

This next school year, Ryan plans on becom-

ing an athletic trainer to get more hands-on 

experience in the medical field while continu-

ing in the Garland GRCTC fire program.  

 

We are privileged to have Ryan in the Post, 

and are excited to watch him grow. 


