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North Texas Giving Day is September 21st
Did you know that many employers offer donation matching, or donate as an
employee benefit to local non-profit organizations?

RCCC is a 501c3 non-profit that is 100% dependent on grants and donations. Please check
with your human resources department to see whether your company offers this valuable
benefit. And if so, please visit https://tinyurl.com/4u9fznvp

—] Mark your calendars! You won't want to miss the upcoming Rowlett Public Safety and
«=axx | Community Preparedness Expo on Saturday, November 4t from 11AM to 2PM at the
Rowlett Community Center, 5300 Main Street, Rowlett 75088.

Whether or not you choose to volunteer for the event, you'll definitely want to attend. This will
be a fun, informative event that's chock full of great safety information that you can use at
home.

Can’t wait for the event2 Check out these Ready.gov resources https://www.ready.gov to
tide you over.

Got I1S-1007?

We all know that it's important to complete the FEMA 1S-100: Introduction to the Incident Com-
mand System. But do you know how to access the training and get credit?

You can knock this off your “to do” list in three easy steps:

1. Get a FEMA Student ID (or “FEMA SID”) by visiting https://cdp.dhs.gov/sso/login, and clicking the link
for "CREATE ACCOUNT".

2. Once you have your FEMA SID, you can view available courses by visiting https://training.fema.gov/
is/. You can search for a course (e.g., IS 100) in the search box. Or you can view many available
courses by clicking the “Independent Study” link.

3. After you've reviewed the online course material, you'll be
given a quiz. After successful completion of the quiz, the FEMA Inside this Issue
website will display your certificate of completion. Please print
this as a pdf file, and email a copy to RCCC News.......ccovveveerrrrenerennen. 1—2
JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org so it can be noted in your RCCC CERT NEWS...ovvevereereeenesseiereeeeeenenne 2-4
records. And remember to log your training hours in Track it
Forward! ARES News........ccceviminininiinine.d
Explorer News........ccccecvveceee e 5
It's that easy! If you have any difficulty, contact JP:
JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.ord. Scouting NEWS.......ccevecuviviiiuenennns 6—7
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o RCCC will be hosting a National Night Out event at Old Glory Station
»  on Tuesday, October 3. Our event is from 6PM to 9PM at 5100 Dalrock
Road, and you're invited!

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Details are evolving, but we expect games, food, and fun activities, and we'll have pro-
gram booths available for RCCC as well. This will be a great opportunity to meet the
neighbors in the community surrounding Old Glory and make new friends. Set-up starts
at 5PM. Please wear your program shirts. Let us know that you're coming!
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/852437

CERT and Fire Corps will be conducting driver training on Satur-
day, September 16t from 8:30 - 12:30. This valuable training session
will familiarize you with RCCC's rolling stock, and give you hands-on
driving experience with Rehab, Red Rover and the CERT Trailer.

If you're interested in participating, please contact CERT Director Erik
Ernst (EErnst@RowlettCitizenCorps.org) or Fire Corps Director Frank
Seigler (FSeigler@RowlettCitizenCorps.orq).

CERT News

September CERT General Meeting

Join us Wednesday, September 20th 7:00PM at Old Glory Station
(5100 Dalrock Rd.) for an Introduction to Map Reading and Land
Navigation. Chances are, over the years you've come to rely more
on Google Maps than good old-fashioned map reading.

But traditional map reading and land navigation are crucial skills for Search
and Rescue. Join us on September 20t to refresh your skills, or to learn more
about this important topic. https://tinyurl.com/2545kx4t

Rowlett CERT is building the CERT Advanced Team, or CAT.
These are volunteers with advanced training, who are generally
team leaders during an activation. CAT team members are re-
quired to volunteer an additional 40 hours for a total of 80 annu-
al CERT hours.

Interested in being a CAT team member? Please contact CERT
Director Erik Ernst at EErnst@RowlettCitizenCorps.org.
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CERT News (continued)

August CERT G-317

Congratulations to all of the recent August CERT G317 partici-
pants! We had a very full class with approximately 25 partici-
pants. They braved the scorching heat to learn a variety of im-
portant topics such as cribbing, fire suppression, basic first aid,
line search, and more.

Thirteen people elected to join CERT, and have attended orientation.

Please join us in welcoming Marie Bianicci, James Colvin, Alyssa Dequeant, Allan
Fackler, Jackie King, Darrah Merillat, Wesley Miller, Kristy Osborn, Rodney Ross, Debo-
rah Rowles, Terry Thayer, Todd Thayer, and Tyrone White. Please look out for them, and
give them a special welcome at an upcoming meeting or event!

The CERT Quarterly Drill will take place on September 30th. Please mark
your calendars. As always, the time and location will be announced via
One Call Now alert. Please remember, if you can’t understand the alert
message, you can always call 877-698-3262 to replay the message. This
3Q23 drill will focus on the skills needed to support Rowlett first responders
during a missing person search.
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|
CERT “11 Questions” Challenge

Each month, we randomly pick a member to
answer a set of questions. They will always be
the same questions but the answers can help
us get to know some important stuff about our

volunteers.

We can't take credit for the questions as they

are arevised version of Stephen Colbert’s

guestions for celebrity guests. Please note that
participation, should someone be selected, is

completely voluntary. This month's featured
member is our very own Erik Ernst!

Best sandwich? Jersey Mike's Original.

What's one thing you own that you really
should throw out? Old tax returns.

What is the scariest animal? Cockroaches.

Native Texan or From Another Land? Another
land, mostly New Jersey.

Favorite action movie? Star Wars.

Favorite smell? The Ocean.

CERT Director
Erik Ernst

Least favorite smell? Dead things.
Flat or sparkling water? Topo Chico.
Most used app on your phone? Email.

You get one song to listen to for the rest of your
life: what is it? Rhapsody in Blue.

Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? | have no
enemies.

There are plenty of volunteer opportunities coming up soon.
It's not too early to start thinking about your 40 annual CERT hours — or to
work toward your Presidential Volunteer Service Award hours.

Be sure to check out Track it Forward for a number of upcoming Fall events:
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events

September 30th CERT 3Q Dirill

October 21st CERT 4Q Drill
October 21st Celebrate DiverCity
....and much morel!
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Friday Night Grooves concerts throughout September
September 11 Memorial Ceremony

Taste of Fall Farmer's Market events on Thursday evenings
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ARES News

ARES just completed our third class of enthusiastic individuals who are pursu-
ing their Technician amateur radio license. The course ran on two jam-
packed Saturdays, and included eleven attendees. We hope there will be
some interest in joining ARES after they pass their FCC license exam.

Jacqueline Prescott (JP) has accepted the position of Deputy Director of Rowlett ARES. The po-
sition includes assisting at the EOC during Skywarn activations and filling in for our Director in
the event he is unable to fulfill an obligation. Congratulations, JP.

Repeaters are being repositioned to Fire Station #2 very shortly. If there is a change in the re-
peater used for our next ARES NET, a notice will be emailed to all members.

CERT's Quarterly Dirill is scheduled for September 30t, and may include ARES participation. No-
tice will be given in advance.

The next ARES NET is scheduled for Monday, September 4th at 20:00 (8:00 PM) and our next in-

person meeting will be Monday, September 18th at 19:00 (7:00 PM) in the training room of Fire
Station #2, 8600 Schrade Rd.

Explorer News

Open House: Thursday, September 21st 7PM - 9PM, at Rowlett Fire Administration Build-
ing, 4701 Rowlett Road, Rowlett, TX 75088.

Explorers will be hosting an open house where they will showcase what they do during
their weekly meetings. If you know anyone between the ages of 14 and 21 who might
be interested in exploring a career in emergency management or related fields,
please have them attend the open house.

CPR-AED/ First Aid Training: Thursday, October 7th 8AM - 5PM, at OG, 4701 Rowlett Rd,
Rowlett, TX 75088.

We will be training and certifying for First Aid/ CPR-AED. This course trains participants to
provide first aid, CPR, and use an automated external defibrillator (AED) in a safe, time-
ly, and effective manner. The course reflects science and education from the Emer-
gency Care and Safety Institute. If you or someone you know would like to learn, needs
a refresher course or needs to renew their certification, please sign up.

Cost: $50. Includes 8 hours of instruction, booklet, and CPR/ First Aid Card good for two
years. Register here https://tinyurl.com/2s3nxcec.
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BSA646 News

Troop 646 is getting Back to School Busy
T646 had a joint Youth Team Building at Whirlyball in Plano on Saturday
night, Aug 26t with Troop 1199 out of Garland.

On September 4th Troop 646 is walking in the annual Garland Labor Day Parade with
Troops, Cub Scouts, and Crews from all over Duck Creek District.

The Noon Exchange Club of Garland provides over 500 United States flags for each
Scout and Scouter to carry along the route. It is a wonderful sight to see if you have
never attended the parade.

The parade starts North at Glenbrook/W Ave D (406 South Glenbrook Drive, 75040)
and turns East on Austin St and South on 6th Street.

The route changes year to
year depending on the con-
struction in downtown Gar-
land.

After the parade everyone will
meet at Babe's in Garland for
a celebratory lunch. Itis such
an awesome sight to see eve-
ryone in their uniform eating
and socializing, no matter if
they are in a Scout uniform,
Band uniform, or ROTC uniform.
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BSA646 News (continued)

On September 15t to the 17t, the Scouts will be at Camp James Ray on Lake Texoma
with fun times fishing, games, and a closing campfire with skits (minus the fire due to
burn bans).

This event is for anyone in the 4th grade, and up to high school seniors. Parents or
guardians are asked to attend with participants in the 4th and 5% grades.

On September 18th Troop 646 will conduct Scout Elections. We are electing the next
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, and moving our current Assistant Senior Patrol Leader to
Senior Patrol Leader until January 2024.

On September 25t Troop 646 will conduct
our Scout Court of Honor, where all the
scouts are recognized for all their hard
work for the last four months. This is our
largest recognition of the year, with Scouts
receiving all the merit badges earned dur-
ing Summer Camp. When scouts are re-
ceiving rank advancement, they will es-
cort their mom or dad from their seat to
the front to receive their earned scout
rank. The scout will then kiss their mom on
the cheek or bear hug their dad, get their
picture taken and escort the parent back
to their seat.

Itis fun to watch. So please join us at 6:45PM on September 25% at Old Glory!

We are busy recruiting youth from the ages of 10 %2 years to 17 years of age, to join us
with monthly camping, weekly scout meetings, and work on merit badges. Please
spread the word! Tell any youth you know to visit us at the Old Glory 5100 Dalrock Road,
Rowlett. We are there every Monday night from 7:00PM until 8:30PM, unless it's a holi-
day, like Labor Day, Thanksgiving week, or School Winter Break.
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Congratulations, Ellen Schwab, a Rowlett Smart Yard Winner! *
Congratulations to RCCC's own Ellen Schwab and family, who were recently named as
the Rowlett Smart Yard Winners for Spring 2023.

Smart Yards are environmentally friendly, and create prime habitats for pollinators.
Smart yard practices include such features as composting, no pesticide use, mulching,
and water conservation.

Ellen Schwab & Family

e Ellenis a master gardener.

o She started her butterfly garden
at the beginning of COVID.

e Ellen uses the lasagna method of
putting cardboard down, which
attracts worms and kills unwanted
grass, then adds a layer of com-
post and tops it with mulch.

e She has a variety of plants that
attract pollinators such as bees,
butterflies, and hummingbirds.

e Ellen's plants are low mainte-
nance and have low water re-

quirements. She does use drip irri- CERT Member Ellen Schwab
gation when necessary. (wife of Deputy Fire Corps Director Bill Schwab)

e The family does not use pesticides in the garden.

e The garden contains birdbaths for birds to bathe, and for other pollinators to drink
water.

e« Ellen's Garden is truly a safe place for pollinators.

Rowlett Smart Yard is a program dedicated to the community that allows Neighbor-
hood Planning to recognize residents and business owners that apply environmentally
friendly landscaping practices that can save time and money, conserve water, and
reduce yard waste and chemical use by simply putting nature to work in Rowlett
yards and gardens.

To nominate your yard, or one that you admire, please visit https://tinyur.com/
ms2brmfa.

Congratulations, Ellen!

* Adapted with permission from the Rowlett Friday @5 Staff. To subscribe to Rowlett
City’s weekly Friday @5 news, visit
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/DrYCAxv/fridayat5.
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