
Weather.gov encourages Everyday Wildfire Prevention such as: 
· Have a clear 10’ radius around camp fires. Never leave fire unat-

tended, and always thoroughly extinguish fires. 
· Use Grills and smokers on gravel or paved surfaces. 

· Never toss cigarettes on the ground.  
· Keep water stored near camp fires, fire pits, grills, smokers.  
· Maintain vehicle brakes and tires. Secure tow chains to avoid 

dragging. Don’t drive on dry grass or brush.  
· Water your lawn and keep grass cut.  
· Always follow burn bans and regulations.  
 

FEMA has released a series of maps showing areas that are "most at risk from the effects of nat-
ural hazards and climate change," according to FEMA.  
 
FEMA’s Natural Disaster Map shows Rowlett as having a “relatively high” or 4 out of 5 (highest) 
risk of suffering natural disaster effects.  
 
To view FEMA’s map, click here https://tinyurl.com/4uruz598, and in the lower left, use a check 
mark to select “National Risk Index Counties”. You may also want to select “Zip Code Bounda-
ries” and “County Boundaries” before zooming into the Dallas area.  
 
Needless to say, all this heat and drought has increased the risk of wildfires.  
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It’s no surprise, this summer set a lot of weather records here in DFW.  
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FEMA has announced a Nationwide Emergency Alert Test, which will activate on all consumer 
cell phones, all radio and television broadcasters and providers on October 4th. 
 
The alarm will begin to sound on each device at 1:20PM Central Time, and will last for approxi-
mately one minute. The message attached to the alert shall read “THIS IS A TEST of the National 
Wireless Emergency Alert System. No action is needed.” 
 
 The full FEMA Press Release can be found at: https://tinyurl.com/FEMAPR   

RCCC will be hosting a National Night Out event at Old Glory Station on Tues-
day, October 3rd. Our event is from 6PM to 9PM at 5100 Dalrock Road, and 
you’re invited!  

Come early to help set up, or join us for the event. You can expect games, food, and fun activ-
ities, and we’ll have program booths available for RCCC as well. This will be a great opportunity 
to meet the neighbors in the community surrounding Old Glory and make new friends. Set-up 
starts at 5PM. Please wear your program shirts. Let us know that you’re coming!  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/852437  

CERT and Fire Corps conducted driver training on Saturday, September 16th. The 
training was a fun and fascinating overview of the CERT command trailer, Red 
Rover, the Fire Corps Rehab and RCCC ATV. The class got hands-on experience 
with trailer hitches and prep/driving various vehicles used in activations.  
 
Thanks to all who turned out, to keep us well-prepared for response!     

Instructors and newly trained drivers (L—R) Chris Bunkoff, Glenn Spivey, Grace Spivey, Philip Gaither, 
Deb Rowles, Erik Ernst, Rodney Ross, John Meyers, James Colvin, Todd Thayer, Wes Menzies.  

(Not pictured: Mark Riaboy, Bill Schwab, Jacqueline Prescott) 
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Got Tech? YOUR INPUT NEEDED 
Like many organizations, RCCC and Rowlett CERT rely on technology for 
smooth operations and communications. In particular, we use Track it For-
ward and Survey123 for time tracking, event sign-ups and deployment da-
ta-gathering.  
Help us to be operational and deployment-ready by taking our tech survey 
before October 31, 2023.  https://arcg.is/1iSjXf1  

Presidential Volunteer Service Award: Do you Qualify? 
The President's Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) https://tinyurl.com/2ssuax5b  
honors volunteers who donate their time to help others. And RCCC will help you to 
qualify. All you need to do is track your time! RCCC submits your time to the PVSA. 
Award levels include Gold (500+ hours for adults, 250+ hours for young adults ages 
16 – 25); Silver (250-499 for adults, 175 – 249 hours for young adults); and Bronze 
(100 – 249 hours for adults, 100 – 174 hours for young adults).  

As of September 22nd, an astonishing 48 RCCC volunteers qualify for this award. If you’re not 
quite there yet, there are plenty of volunteer opportunities through the end of the year. 
Check out the events calendar in Track it Forward (https://tinyurl.com/2da5ap3d) to sign up 
and start earning more hours!   

Mark your calendars! You won’t want to miss the upcoming Rowlett Public 
Safety and Community Preparedness Expo on Saturday, November 4th from 
11AM to 2PM at the Rowlett Community Center, 5300 Main Street, Rowlett 
75088. Sign up here  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events. 
 
Whether or not you choose to volunteer for the event, you’ll definitely want 
to attend. This will be a fun, informative event that’s chock full of great 
safety information that you can use at home. 

October CERT General Meeting 
Join us Wednesday, October 18th 7:00PM at Old Glory Station (5100 
Dalrock Rd.) for a continuation of September’s topic, Introduction to Map 
Reading and Land Navigation. Chances are, over the years you’ve come 
to rely more on Google Maps than good old-fashioned map reading.   
  
But traditional map reading and land navigation are crucial skills for 
Search and Rescue. Join us on October 18th to refresh your skills, or to learn 
more about this important topic. https://tinyurl.com/284wb8wc  

CERT News 
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The CERT Quarterly Drill will take place on September 30th. Please mark your cal-
endars. As always, the time and location will be announced via One Call Now 
alert. Please remember, if you can’t understand the alert message, you can al-
ways call 877-698-3262 to replay the message. This 3Q23 drill will focus on the 
skills needed to support Rowlett first responders during a missing person search.  
As with any activation, please hydrate and dress properly. Bring your RCCC ID, 
and be sure to wear long pants, your program shirt and close-toed shoes. Other 
important items include safety vest, hard hat, eye protection, gloves, and paper 
with pencil or pen.   

 

CERT News (continued) 

  
A huge THANK YOU to all who braved the 105-degree heat in order to set up 343 memorial 
crosses for the New York fire fighters who gave their lives on 9/11. As CERT Director Erik Ernst 
said, it was a short notice request in tough weather, but we had a huge turn-out. You all are 
truly inspiring.   
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CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to 
answer a set of questions.  They will always be 
the same questions but the answers can help 
us get to know some important stuff about our 
volunteers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a 
revised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for 
celebrity guests.  Please note that participation, 
should someone be selected, is completely volun-
tary. This month's featured member is our very own 
Rowlett Mayor Pro Tem, and CERT/ARES Volunteer 
Deb Littlejohn Shinder!  

· Best sandwich? Grilled chicken breast with 
cheese, tomato, and avocado. 

 
· What's one thing you own that you really 

should throw out?  Old dishes that be-
longed to my mom, that we never use but 
I’m too sentimental to get rid of them. 

 
· What is the scariest animal? I don’t mind 

spiders or snakes, but scorpions send shiv-
ers up my spine. 

 
· Native Texan or From Another 

Land? Proud 4th generation native. 
 
· Favorite action movie? This is a hard one; 

there are many contenders. I’ll go with Die 
Hard. 

· Favorite smell? Vanilla. 
 
· Least favorite smell? A decomposing 

corpse. 
 
· Flat or sparkling water?  Flat water (but spar-

kling wine). 
 
· Most used app on your phone? Outlook. 
 
· You get one song to listen to for the rest of 

your life: what is it? Unchained Melody, in-
strumental version (piano and saxophone). 

 
· Describe the rest of your life in 5 

words? Getting better all the time. 

Deb LiƩlejohn Shinder 

Upcoming Events and Volunteer Opportunities  
It’s Autumn in Rowlett, and while temperatures are finally cooling down, the 
RCCC calendar is heating up! There are still slots available for many volunteer 
opportunities, including First Aid at the Farmer’s Markets (Thursdays in October) 
and Movies on Main (Fridays in November), as well as the Public Safety and Pre-
paredness Expo on Saturday November 4th. Sign up in Track it Forward today! 
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events. 
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ARES News 

ARES NEWS 
ARES is participating in the September 30th CERT drill to help coordinate the 
members in the field.  
 
We will also be participating in the October 3rd National Night Out at Old 
Glory from 18:00 to 21:00 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM) and will be part of the Novem-
ber 4th  Preparedness Fair at Rowlett Community Center from 11:00 to 14:00 
(11:00 AM to 2:00 PM). Both activities will include hosting a booth to promote 
ARES. 

Other items on the calendar are the monthly NET on October 2nd  at 20:00 (8:00 PM) on AB5U 
UHF and the monthly ARES In-Person meeting on October 16th at the training room of Fire Sta-
tion #2, 8602 Schrade Rd at 19:00 (7:00 PM).  

A big thank you to James Marple (LT) for his tireless assistance 
and coordination of the repeater move. 

The NET on October 2 will be the first time we have used the new 
repeater for a NET since it was moved to Fire Station #2. The 
range of the repeater appears to have a greater distance in its 
new location.  
 
It took approximately 2 years from the time the new location 
was conceived to the installation.  
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Explorer News 

CPR-AED/ First Aid Training: Thursday, October 7th 8AM - 5PM, at OG, 4701 Rowlett Rd, Rowlett, 
TX 75088.  
 
We will be training and certifying for First Aid/ CPR-AED. This course trains participants to provide 
first aid, CPR, and use an automated external defibrillator (AED) in a safe, timely, and effective 
manner. The course reflects science and education from the Emergency Care and Safety Insti-
tute. If you or someone you know would like to learn, needs a refresher course or needs to re-
new their certification, please sign up. 
 
Cost: $50. Includes 8 hours of instruction, booklet, and CPR/ First Aid Card good for two years. 
4701 Rowlett Rd, Rowlett, TX 75088  Register here  https://tinyurl.com/mpxkak48   

During the month of August, Explorers learned how to create/use me-
chanical advantage systems, anchors, and ropes and knots. At the end of 
the month, Explorers were able to test out their new skills. They drove out to 
TRJ campgrounds to use the tower and camp out for weekend Climbing 
Camp Out. 
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Explorer News (continued) 

Swift Water Training: October 7th – 9th 
Explorers and CERT will be heading out to New Braunfels to undergo swift 
water rescue training with Rowlett Fire Department. In preparation for this 
event, Explorers have done swift water awareness training plus an online 
course. 
  
Fire Explorers 
This past month the Fire Explorers worked with Stations 1 and 3. Station 1 
worked on charged hose drills while Station 3 focused on search and res-
cue. Thank you to both stations!  

Explorer Highlight: Mario Ramirez 
Mario is one of our newer Explorers and has been in the post a little less than a year. During this 
time, he has worked hard and developed several new skills. He shows up to almost every 
event and works hard each time. Mario has dreamt of being a firefighter since he was little, 
and joined the post to help him achieve his goal.  
 
Mario currently is a Fire Explorer, attends Harmony School of Innovation, and plans to go to 
EMT school once he graduates. Once Mario obtains his paramedic training, he will then go on 
working to become a firefighter.   
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Explorer News (continued) 

Explorer Service Project 2023: How to Help 
Explorers are currently working on their service project for 2023. We will be 
trying to make Christmas a little brighter this year by collecting items for Chil-
dren's Medical Center. During the months of October and November, we 
will set out collection boxes for donated items and work to raise funds to 
buy toys and supplies. In December, we will make a delivery to the hospital 
so the kids can enjoy some new toys for Christmas. 
 
Toys requested by Children’s Health hospital include the following. 

  Infant Items 
· Vtech/Fisher Price light up Musical toys 
· Sound machines 
· Aquariums/Light Projectors 
· Teethers/rattles 

· Board books 
· Play mats 
· Developmental mirrors 
· Sippy cups 
 

Games, Toys and Activities 
· Board games/card games 
· Action figures/Barbies/Baby dolls 
· Cars/Trucks 
· Legos/Building Blocks 
· Play medical kits 
· Puzzles 
· Stuffed Animals 

· STEAM kits/Art kits 
· Sports Equipment 
· Play Doh 
· Sensory toys (bubble pops, squishies, 

etc.) 
· Gift Cards 

Electronics 
· Batteries (All sizes) 
· Game Systems/Controllers/

Accessories (XBOX, PlayStation, 
Nintendo)  

· iPads/Tablets 
· Speakers/Headphones 
· iTunes Gift Cards 
· Portable chargers/Charging cords 

Birthday Supplies 
· Wrapping paper 
· Ribbon/Bows 
· Gift Bags 

· Tissue Paper 
· Gift Boxes 
· Non-inflated mylar balloons 

We are currently looking for businesses that will consider setting up a collection box at 
their location. If you know anyone that may be open to assisting, please contact Rachel Dean 
at (940) 208-9098. 
 
Due to patient safety, any donated items must be new, unused, latex-free and in its original 
packaging.  
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BSA646 News 

Troop 646 Kicking off the Fall Camping Season. 
 

We will be helping with the Tri-City Cleanup - Keep Rowlett Beautiful again for 
2023 on Saturday Oct 7th.  Here is a picture from last year’s event. Below is the 
amount of trash T646 picked up and bagged last year. Wow!  

Happy Anniversary, Troop 646 
Oct 19, 2022, was the official start of Troop 646. We had a small number of scouts and parents 
that started meeting weekly since Aug 2022. The official date after signing up with Circle Ten 
Council is Oct 19, 2022. Here is a picture of our first official meeting at Old Glory 5100 Dalrock Rd 
Rowlett. We started with just five scouts but grew to 10 scouts and are currently at eight scouts.  
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BSA646 News (continued) 

October 27-29th Camping at Cooper Lake State Park. This event is for anyone in 
the 4th grade and up to senior in high school. For the 4-5th graders we ask a 
parent or guardian to attend.  
 
October 29th We are having a Pumpkin Carving Contest with T1199 in Garland.  
 
November 4th Duck Creek District is having an all-day event for Webelos to 
meet the Boy Scout Troops of the District.   

Interested in supporting our Scouts at T646? We are currently taking orders for popcorn. By 
purchasing popcorn, you will be helping the scouts go camping and attend leadership and 
summer camps. Swing by OG (5100 Dalrock Road) on a Monday between 7:00pm-8:15pm or 
contact Jimmy Zapata twozaps@gmail.com 214.952.3403. We’ll get your popcorn order 
placed. Final orders are due October 27th. 

We are busy recruiting youth from the ages of 10.5 years to 17 years of age to join us with 
monthly camping, weekly scout meetings, and work on merit badges. Please tell any youth 
you know to visit us at the Old Glory 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are there every Monday 
night from 7:00pm until 8:30pm unless it’s a holiday, like Labor Day, Thanksgiving week, or 
School Winter Break.  


