RCCC News
November 2023

The Annual Meeting of the Rowlett Citizen Corps Council will
be held on Wednesday, November 15t at 6:30pm, immedi-
ately before the CERT General Meeting, at OG, 5100 Dalrock
Road. Please try to attend, as we will discuss our financial out-
look and hold elections for three at-large board of director
positions.

The 2023 Community Preparedness and
Public Safety Expo is this weekend, Satur-
day, November 4t from 11am to 2pm.

We need everyone's help to make this
successful. Here's how you can help:

Tell everyone you know about the event. Encourage friends, neighbors, and co-
workers to attend. We'll have a bounce house, lots of emergency vehicles, inside
displays, food trucks and more!

Plan on attending, if you are able. AND if you can volunteer that's even better. Sign
up here: https://www trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/862134 If Track it For-
ward is full, you can sfill volunteer — just show up. Wear a program shirt and come
have fun! We want to see you there.
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Thanks to all who turned out for RCCC'’s National Night Out event at
Old Glory Station on October 319, There were games, an antique fire
fruck, bounce house, popcorn, ice cream, and lots of chances to see
old friends and meet new ones. You are the reason that RCCC is such a
fun and vibrant community!

Staging for Safety

Please take a moment and check your wallet: do you have both an RCCC ID card
and a Staging Card? Each plays an important role in your safety.

When you check in during an activation,
your CERT ID assures the Staging tfeam that
you belong there. As you check in, your stag-
ing card will be collected. You will leave that
at staging as you're deployed, and you'll re-
trieve it when you check out.

When the activation shift concludes, the
staging team should have no staging cards
remaining, because everyone should have
checked out and taken their card. Extra
staging cards indicate volunteers who are
unaccounted for. That's never a good thing.

If you need a staging card, please email JP (JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org) and one
will be issued to you.
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Tech Survey Results

Thanks to all who responded to our tfechnology survey.

Here's what we learned: almost everyone finds Track it Forward an
easy way to learn about upcoming events and to sign up for volunteer
opportunities. About half of the survey respondents requested a tutori-
al on Survey123.

Mark your calendars! Bring your phone and your questions to the CERT
Survey123 tutorials at OG on Wednesday, November 8 and Thursday,
November 16t at 7pm.

Please register for Wednesday hitps://tinyurl.com/3?2acemb? and Thurs-
day https://tinyurl.com/yuésSzhc If no sign-ups are received 48 hours pri-
or to each tutorial, that tutorial will be cancelled.

Please note, you do *not* need to create a Survey123 account, or buy a subscription.
And as always, please contact JP (JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org, 469-471-1073) with
specific questions or frustrations that just can’t wait.

CERT News

The CERT 3Q Drill gave us a chance to practice field skills, as we searched for plane
crash victims, used Survey123 and handled triage and transport. Thank you to all who
participated!
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CERT News (continued)

November CERT General Meeting

Join us Wednesday, November 15+ 7:00pm at Old Glory Station (5100
Dalrock Road). We'llreview Stop the Bleed (STB), Search & Rescue, and
Quarterly Drill Prep. Sign up today:

https://tinyurl.com/yv3pbnzt

CERT Q Drill November 18t
For Rowlett CERT's 4Q23 drill, we'll be joining East Tex CERT's Annual Drill on the morning
of Saturday, November 18,

You'll be notified via the One Call Now system. If you miss the message, please re-
member that you can always call back to hear it again: 877-698-3262.

As with all of our drills, the details will be announced via One Call Now. But we can re-
veal that the drill will occur in the East Tex CERT counties, likely Rockwall or Fate.

As always, dress for the weather, including long pants, long-sleeve shirt, and sturdy
boots. Bring your CERT ID and staging card. Bring personal protective equipment (PPE)
such as hard hat, safety goggles, N-95 mask, leather gloves, and CERT vest.

You can sign up here: https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/875187

News you can use?

RCCC is always trying to bring you topics of interest and importance.
If you have news that you'd like to see in the monthly RCCC news-
letter, let us know! News@RowlettCitizenCorps.org.

Have you looked at Track if Forward lately2 There are new events being add-
ed all the time! Check out the events calendar
(https://tinyurl.com/2da5ap3d) to sign up!
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CERT News (continued)

CERT “10 Questions” Challenge

Each month, we randomly pick a member to
answer a set of questions. They will always be
the same questions but the answers can help
us get to know some important stuff about our
volunteers.

We can’'t take credit for the questions as they are a

revised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for

celebrity guests. Please note that participation,

should someone be selected, is completely volun-

tary. This month's featured member is our friend and

colleague, CERT volunteer and director of Volun-

teers in Police Service (VIPS), Brownie Sherrill! Brownie Sherrill

e Best sandwich? Either a Chili's Philly, ormy e Favorite smell? Fresh baked bread
own grilled burger with Famous Dave's
Devil's Spit pickles along with lettuce and o least favorite smell2 Skunk.
tomato.
e Flat or sparkling watere Flat out of the tap,
¢ What's one thing you own that you really or better yet, garden hose.
should throw out? Old papers.
e You get one song to listen to for the rest of

e Whatis the scariest animal? Scorpion. your life: what is ite Comfortably Numb (live
version).
¢ Native Texan or From Another Land? Born
in Dallas, raised in Garland and now in e Describe the rest of yourlife in 5
Rowlett. I'd say native. words? Volunteering, baseball, grilling, more

baseball, continue volunteering.
e Favorite action movie?¢ Return of the Jedi.

Congratulations Beth Wilkinson for achieving her 40
CERT hours. In recognition of Beth’'s commitment, Beth
received her CERT backpack and more advanced
gear. Way to go, Bethl

Psssst....If Track it Forward shows that you've complet-
ed your initial 40 hours, please let us know! We want to
recognize all of our fantastic volunteers.
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ARES News
During the October ARES In-Person meeting, we reviewed potential
storm spoftting locations for use during a Skywarn activation.

If anyone is interested in working with Skywarn, please contact ARES
Director Mark Riaboy, riaboyrccc@gmail.com.

During the October ARES meeting we also reviewed a Survey123 data-gathering tool
for use during Skywarn activations. Skywarn members, if you haven't already done
50, please download Survey123 onto your phone, but do not create an account.
The Survey123 app is on the Apple app store https://tinyurl.com/446f9mef orin
Google Play https://tinyurl.com/y8rydé5p.

Monday, November 6th is our next NET at 20:00 (8:00pm) on AB5U UHF. The next In-
Person meeting is scheduled on Monday, November 20th at 19:00 (7:00pm) in the
training room of FS2, 8602 Schrade Rd.

Explorer News

Explorer Highlight: Landon Zapata

Landon has been in Scouts BSA since he was 10 years old, and joined
the Explorer Post as a Cub at the age of 12. Since then, Landon has
worked hard and has become one of our role models for new and ex-
isting Explorers. Landon stays busy with many extracurricular activities,
but also has his own detailing business on the side. He hopes to eventu-
ally make a career out of it. If you are looking to get your car cleaned,
Landon is your guy!
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Explorer News (continued)

On November 17th, Explorers will head to West, TX for a survival campout. Since the
beginning of September, the Explorers have been learning/reviewing survival skills in-
cluding maps/navigation, water purification, shelters, fire starting/signaling and more.
They will use this weekend to test their knowledge and put their skills to work.

Fire Explorers

In October, Captain Aiman and Station 2 worked with Fire Explorers on a SCBA (self-
contained breathing apparatus) confined space confidence course. During this
course, the Explorers were in full bunker gear with SCBAs, and crawled through small
channels. This is both mentally and physically demanding. Fire Explorers also had the
opportunity to work on basic ground ladder operations. They were able to put their
skills to the test and climb up the side of the training tower.

On November 30t we will be having a fundraiser night at Raising
Cane’s here in Rowlett, at 4509 Lakeview Pkwy, Rowlett, TX 75088.

The event will run from 10am to 10pm. Explorers will be onsite from
7pm to 9pm. We will have a table set up for item donations and
Raising Cane's will donate 15% of the proceeds earned that day
back to the Post to purchase more items.

Come out and join us, and invite your friends and family! Make sure
to mention Explorer Post One when ordering your food.
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Explorer News (continued)

Explorer Service Project 2023: How to Help

Explorers are currently working on their service project for 2023. We will be
trying to make Christmas a little brighter this year by collecting items for Chil-
dren's Medical Center. During November, we will set out collection boxes
for donated items and work to raise funds to buy toys and supplies. In De-
cember, we will make a delivery to the hospital so the kids can enjoy some

new toys for Christmas.

Toys requested by Children’s Health hospital include the following.

Infant ltems
e Vtech/Fisher Price light up Musicaltoys
¢ Sound machines

e Aquariums/Light Projectors
o Teethers/rattles

Games, Toys and Activities

e Board games/card games

e Action figures/Barbies/Baby dolls
o Cars/Trucks

e Legos/Building Blocks

e Play medicalkits

o Puzzles

o Stuffed Animals

Electronics

o Batteries (All sizes)

¢ Game Systems/Controllers/
Accessories (XBOX, PlayStation,
Nintendo)

Birthday Supplies

e  Wrapping paper
e Ribbon/Bows

o Gift Bags

Board books

Play mats
Developmental mirrors
Sippy cups

STEAM kits/Art kits

Sports EQuipment

Play Doh

Sensory toys (bubble pops, squishies,
etc.)

Gift Cards

iPads/Tablets
Speakers/Headphones

iTunes Gift Cards

Portable chargers/Charging cords

Tissue Paper
Gift Boxes
Non-inflated mylar balloons

We are currently looking for businesses that will consider setting up a collection box at
their location. If you know anyone that may be open to assisting, please contact Rachel Dean

at (940) 208-9098.

Due fo patient safety, any donated items must be new, unused, latex-free and in original pack-

aging.

Explorers will be collecting donations until December 15th. Please check out our Facebook page
for current donation locations. If you would like to make a monetary donation, you can do so
through the Explorer Post One website https://tinyurl.com/ud9cnppf or Venmo.
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BSA646 News

Cooler Weather means fewer insects and time for some camping!

Ryan L. completed NYLT (National Youth Leadership Training) in July
2023. Completing training allows for Ryan L to run for ASPL (Assistant
Senior Patrol Leader). Here is a picture of Ryan L and his Scout Patrol
during his NYLT session at Camp Wisdom.

Troop 646 has helped the last two Rowlett City Council Meetings with the opening flag
ceremony by doing the US and Texas Pledges of Allegiance. Thanks Ryan L, Hastin L,
Landon Z, and Mr. Lynas for helping with the October 10th meeting. Nolan D. helped at

the October 17th meeting.

|
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BSA646 News (continued)

Nov 10-12 Backpacking Campout at LBJ Grass-
lands near Decatur.

Outside City Hall after the opening of the
City Council Meeting

Hastin L. has completed his Order of the
Arrow (OA) Ordeal and Mr. Lynas com-
pleted his Order of the Arrow Brother-
hood on October 7. Scouts must be
voted into the Order of the Arrow by
their Scouting peers after completing the
rank of First Class or higher, fifteen nights
of camping with five nights of long-term
camping and approval by the Scout-
master. Once that happens, they will be
tapped out during a Camporee Camp-
fire Ceremony and have 12 months to
complete an OA Ordeal Weekend
Campout.

We are busy recruiting youth from the ages of 10.5 years to 17 years of age to join us
with monthly camping, weekly scout meetings, and work on merit badges. Please tell
any youth you know to visit us at the Old Glory 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are
there every Monday night from 7:00pm until 8:30pm unless it's a holiday, like Labor
Day, Thanksgiving week, or School Winter Break.
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