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2023 saw many milestones for the organization, such as: 
· A positive year-end net asset balance for the fifth year 

in a row 
· First time for an Affiliated Program to reach 10,000 ser-

vice hours 
· Only the second time we’ve had over $100,000 in rev-

enue 
· First full year at Old Glory, the former Rowlett Fire Sta-

tion 2 on Dalrock Rd. 
· 20th Anniversary Awards and Recognition Banquet 

· Great collaborative teamwork, such as this newsletter and the logistics team.  
 
2024 holds even more promise as we continue to grow and expand our services and volun-
teers.  Indeed, as we’ve said before, the RCCC is a cornerstone of volunteer dedication and 
commitment in Rowlett and I am confident that it will stay that way for years to come.  None 
of this would be possible but for our selfless members who tirelessly dedicate many of their 
waking hours to our causes.  Thank you for choosing to volunteer with the RCCC, and help 
make Rowlett and our surrounding communities a safer, stronger, better prepared place for us 
all. 

Happy New Year RCCC Members! 

The Rowlett Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring 
“Best of Rowlett”   

If you agree that Rowlett Citizen Corps Council is 
Rowlett’s best non-profit, please take a moment to 
register and vote!  

Simply search for “2023 Best of Rowlett” and click the 
Chamber of Commerce link. Registration is easy!  

Vote for RCCC! 

A message from RCCC President Whitney Laning 
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Very early on December 2nd, CERT and Explorers volunteered to assist 
VFW Post 2150 with their Toys for Tots Motorcycle Run. This event allows 
participants and sponsors to gather Christmas toys for needy children who would otherwise go 
without. CERT and Explorers directed rider traffic during set-up and the closing of the motorcy-
cle run. Thanks to all who volunteered!  

RCCC News (continued) 

Toys for Tots 

Rowlett Holiday Parade 
Later that afternoon on December 2nd, CERT and Explorers decorated holiday floats and 
passed out candy to thousands of Rowlett residents during the annual Rowlett Holiday Pa-
rade.  

Photo: Mark Riaboy 

Photo: Rachel Dean 
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RCCC Holiday Party  

Thanks to all who came out for fun, food and fellowship at the RCCC Holiday Party on Decem-
ber 8th. There were delicious dishes, raffle prizes, a half-and-half, and so many ugly sweaters!  

The ugly sweater competition was fierce! Glenn Spivey, Rhett Riegel, Deb Shinder, Ethan Margolis, Bill 
Schroeder, Brownie Sherrill and Marie Bianicci all brought their A games. Congratulations, Marie!  
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CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to an-
swer a set of questions.  They will always be the 
same questions but the answers can help us get 
to know some important stuff about our volun-
teers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they are 
a revised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions 
for celebrity guests.  Please note that participa-
tion, should someone be selected, is completely 
voluntary. This month we cheated a little bit to 
feature our favorite CERT newlyweds, Jonathan 
and Tonya Chance!  

Best sandwich?  
· Tonya: Club. 
· Jonathan: Good, greasy cheeseburger. 
  
What's one thing you own that you really 
should throw out?   
· Tonya: Half my purses/bags.  (I’ve been 

called a bag lady many times.) 
· Jonathan: My ball caps from where I've 

visited.  
 
What is the scariest animal?  
· Tonya: SNAKES (big or small). 
· Jonathan: Raptors. They go for the eyes. 
 
Native Texan or From Another Land?  
· Tonya: Texas Strong!! 
· Jonathan: Native Texan, thank God!  
 
Favorite action movie?  
· Tonya: Gladiator. 
· Jonathan: John Wick 4. Perfect conclu-

sion. 
 
Favorite smell?  
· Tonya: A good home cooked meal, 
· Jonathan: Cinnamon Spice on a cold 

winter’s night. 

Least favorite smell?  
· Tonya: Feet. 
· Jonathan: Sour veggies in the fridge. 
 
Flat or sparkling water?  
· Tonya: Sparkling. 
· Jonathan: Flat & tepid. 
 
Most used app on your phone?  
· Tonya: Instagram. 
· Jonathan: Apple Podcast. 
 
You get one song to listen to for the rest of your 
life: what is it?  
· Tonya: Amazing Grace. (I sing this with my 

patients often!) 
· Jonathan: Scarborough Fair (Sarah Bright-

man). 
 
Describe the rest of your life in 5 words?  
· Tonya: Best is yet to come. 
· Jonathan: The truth is out there!  

Tonya & Jonathan Chance 

CERT News  
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CERT News (continued) 

Fire Corps News 

Thank you to everyone who worked the structure fire on Dec 15th-16th and 
thanks also to everyone that helped with equipment retrieval and cleaning on 
Dec 17th.  This was a long one that depleted most of our expendable resources 
and you came together as a team and got the job done. 

The CERT January meeting topic is Winter Weather Pre-
paredness and Response. Join us on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 17th at 7PM, at 5100 Dalrock Road for this important 
topic.  

G317 Coming Soon 

If you have friends who are interested in joining CERT, or if you would like a refresher, please 
spread the word and/or join us February 3rd and 10th from 8AM to 6PM. Both days are re-
quired. Topics include classroom and hands-on practice in Disaster Preparedness, Medical 
Operations, Disaster Psychology, Fire Safety, Light Search & Rescue, and more. Registration is 
$25 per person, and opens in early January. For more information, please visit the Rowlett 
CERT website. 

A message from Fire Corps Director Frank Seigler.  

Photos: Frank Siegler 

In addition, I would like to thank every Fire Corps member for your continued dedication to 
the program and all the hard work that you put into making the program successful.  We 
couldn't do it without you. 
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ARES News  

The next major activity that our ARES members will participate in is the MS150 Bike Rally that 
takes place on a grueling 150-mile course and lasts for two days. The event in 2024 will be on 
May 4th and 5th. 
 
The National Weather Service will soon be issuing the 2024 Skywarn Spotter class schedule. 
These classes are free for anyone with an interest in the weather and preparation for potential 
severe storms, hail, flooding, and/or tornadoes.  
 
NWS usually offers In-Person classes in Garland and Rockwall. There should also be virtual clas-
ses if you are unable to attend any of the In-Person ones. The classes run no longer than three 
hours and are conducted by members of the Fort Worth/Dallas National Weather Service. In 
the past, there has been a TV weather personality give a short presentation. For anyone inter-
ested in obtaining more information about the RCCC Skywarn Spotter group, or interested in 
joining us, please email Mark Riaboy (riaboyrccc@gmail.com) or JP 
(jp@RowlettCitizenCorps.org). 
 
Ham Classes 
If you have ever had any curiosity about amateur radio and would like to get your FCC li-
cense, the next Technician class will be held on two consecutive Saturdays, March 2 for part 1 
and March 9 for part 2 at the training room of Fire Station #2 on Schrade Road. These classes 
start at 09:00 (9:00 AM) and should run no later than 16:00 (4:00 PM) with a break for lunch. 
The fee is $40 which covers the ARRL manual and incidentals. More information will be given 
as we get closer to the class dates. 
 
Congratulations to our own JP (Jacqueline Prescott), who passed her examination to up-
grade to a General class amateur radio license. Her General license allows her to communi-
cate on more frequencies, which will give her access to all amateur radio operators across 

Rowlett ARES was well represented at this year's Dallas Marathon, held on 
Sunday, December 10th. ARES Director Mark Riaboy, Deputy Director JP, 
RCCC Logistics Director Greg Bass and LT James Marple, who was respon-
sible for medical coordination during the run, joined approximately 50 oth-
er radio operators from around the Metroplex to help attendees stay safe 
and assist in obtaining transportation if a runner was unable to complete 
the course. 

 
The January 1st NET has been cancelled.  
 
The January In-Person ARES meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 15 at 19:00 (7PM) in the 
training room at FS2 on Schrade Road. 
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Explorer News 

Survival Camp Out: Explorers went to West, TX for a weekend to practice their 
survival skills. They were challenged with a survival hike where they had to 
demonstrate skills such as fire starting, collecting water, and compass naviga-
tion. Later that evening, they had the privilege to retire hundreds of U.S. flags 
and 911 crosses. 

Photos: Rachel Dean 
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Explorer News (continued) 

Service Project: Children’s Hospital Plano 
Explorers have worked hard over the last several months collecting toys 
and donations for Children’s Hospital in Plano. Aside from setting up collec-
tion boxes at businesses, they also held a fundraiser night at Raising Cane’s. 
With the funds raised and donations that were made, they were then able 
to go shopping and pick out multiple baskets of toys. 

On December 22nd, Explorers went to Children’s Hospital to drop off all the toys. They were 
greeted by several Child Life workers who talked with them about the process and how their 
donations will make a difference for several kids this year. All the toys collected will be set up in 
their Christmas Toy Shop where parents will get to come pick out gifts so they can still have 
Christmas while their children are in the hospital. Thank you to everyone who helped make this 
possible! 

Photos: Rachel Dean 
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BSA646 News 

Thank you everyone who helped Troop 646 by purchasing the salsa. The 
scouts take great pride in selling the canned salsa as a fundraiser because 
it’s something they made personally.   

Upcoming Activities: 
 
Jan 1st New Year’s welcome 2024 
 
Jan 22nd Troop Elections 
 
Jan 27th Duck Creek District Merit 
Badge Mania at Dallas County 
Community College – Richland 
Campus  
 
Jan 29th Troop Court of Honor. 
Scouts are awarded rank and merit 
badge patches earned since Sep-
tember 2023.  

Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are there every 
Monday night from 7:00PM until 8:30PM unless it’s a holiday like School Winter Break, New 
Year’s, or Memorial Day.      

Photos: Jimmy Zapata 


