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RCCC News

Dallas County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Public Survey

Please take a moment to respond to Rowlett EOC's request for citizen participation in
the Dallas County Hazard Mitigation Plan Public Survey. The goal of the Plan Update is
to minimize or eliminate the long-term risk to human life and property from known haz-
ards through effective mitigation.

Public participation in this survey and/or attendance to the public meeting will pro-
vide the planning feam valuable information that will be used in the development of
the HMAP and educate the planning team's approach.

To take the survey, please visit http://tinyurl.com/DallasHMAP
The public meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 3, 2024 at 5:30PM, City of Cop-
pell Life Safety Park, 820 Coppell Road, Coppell TX 75019.

Thank you in advance for your time and contributions.

Save the Date! The RCCC Annual Awards & Recognition event will take
place on Friday, May 17t 6:30 — 9PM at the Rowlett Community Center. De-
tails will be coming soon, but please mark your calendars to reserve this live-
ly, enjoyable evening.

Solar Eclipse Safety The April 8th full solar eclipse is a once-in-a-lifetime experience!

But looking directly at the sun can very quickly cause permanent
eye damage.

Play it safe by following these view-

ing tips from NASA:
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RCCC News (continued)

Thanks to all who volunteered for the city’s cutest event, the Easter Egg-stravaganza! CERT and
Explorer volunteers distributed Easter Eggs, corralled over-eager toddlers jumping the fence,
and generally helped out.

FEMA 13-100: this means YOU! You heard this during your CERT, ARES, and Fire Corps
orientation: FEMA IS-100.C: Introduction to the Incident Command System is a required
training course for all RCCC volunteers. Being deployment-ready depends on your
ability to quickly operate within the ICS.

You can find the IS-100 tfraining course here: https://tinyurl.com/mrxpkpfm

If you haven't gotten a FEMA student ID, or you want to access additional fraining, please fol-

low these three easy steps:

1. Get a FEMA Student ID (or “FEMA SID") by visiting https://cdp.dhs.gov/sso/login, and clicking the
link for “CREATE ACCOUNT".

2. Once you have your FEMA SID, you can view available courses by visiting hitps://
fraining.fema.gov/is/. You can search for a course (e.g., IS 100) in the search box. Or you can
view many available courses by clicking the “Independent Study” link.

3. After you've reviewed the online course material, you'll be given a quiz. After successful comple-
fion of the quiz, the FEMA website will display your certificate of completion. Please print this as a
pdf file, and email a copy of your certificate to JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org so it can be noted in
your RCCC records. And remember fo log your training hours in
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/rowlett-citizen-corps-council

It's that easy! If you have any difficulty, contact JP: JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org.
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CERT News

Join us for the March CERT General Meeting on Wednesday, April
17th 7PM at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road.

Having the right gear in your go-bag can be the difference be-

tween overheated and miserable — or weather-ready. Join us to
learn about Equipment, Clothing and Go Bags.

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a set
of questions. They will always be the same questions but
the answers can help us get to know some important stuff
about our volunteers.

We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a re-
vised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for celebrity
guests. Please note that participation, should someone be
selected, is completely voluntary.

This month's featured member is a familiar face to those of
you in CERT, ARES or Fire Corps. He's an RCCC board
member and the 2022 RCCC volunteer of the year.

It's fime to get to know this month's featured member, James (“LT") Marple
James (“LT”) Marple!

e Best sandwich? Pretty much anything from e least favorite smell2 Too many from
Schlotzsky's my EMS career!

e What's one thing you own that you really
should throw out2 An old 1.44” floppy drive

Flat or sparkling water? Flat

Most used app on your phone? M$S
e Whatis the scariest animal? The chupa- Teams

|
cabra, of course! e You get one song to listen to for the

o Native Texan or From Another Land Got rest of your life: what is ite “Carry On
here as fast as | could My Wayward Son!”
e Favorite action movie? “"We were Soldiers” e Describe the rest of your life in 5
words? Family, friends, fun, volunteer-

e Favorite smell? Fresh wheat bread, straight

from the oven! ing, chilling!”

Thanks to all who prepared for the Q1 CERT drill this past Saturday March 23rd. The
event was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances, but never fear! Our Q2 drill is
already scheduled. Pease mark your calendars for Saturday May 11th.
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CERT News (continued)

Volunteers Needed As always, there are plenty of opportunities on the cal-
endar to get in your volunteer hours, including:

e Saturday April 6th Herfurth Fire Safety

e Monday April 8" Eclipse Watch Party

e Saturday April 13th Family Camp-out

e Saturday April 27t Fire Games

Please visit Track it Forward
hitps://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events to view these and
many other fun and exciting events.

ARES News

ARES News: March 2nd and 9t saw a new group of students eager to
learn how to become amateur radio operators. Rowlett CERT mem-
ber Heather Torres attended both classes and hopes to pass the
FCC Technician test to become our latest ARES volunteer.

Bad weather is coming. The National Weather Service (NWS) conducted a number of
basic Skywarn classes since January, both in person and virtually. Twenty-three of our
RCCC members took the class and submitted their certificates of completion. They
were entered in a drawing for a donated radio. Congratulations to the lucky radio win-
ner, Art San Roman. Greg Bass will program the radio for Art's use of the CERT frequen-
cies which can be especially useful during a Skywarn weather activation.

On Sunday, March 24th, ARES director Mark Riaboy conducted a Skywarn orientation
for those interested in helping Rowlett spot and report potential problems during this
storm season. Attendees were frained on what happens during a Skywarn activation,
and how to keep informed of threats using cell phone radar applications to predict if
we may be at risk for hail, flash flooding, or tornadoes. Our thanks to all those RCCC
members willing to keep our residents safe, and welcome to Skywarn Dave Berry and
Beth Wilkinson!

For Hams Only: A free, online weekly, 3-hour Amateur Radio Operating Class for li-
censed Hams will begin on Thursday April 4t at 5:30pm Central time, and will run
weekly through June 20th. The presenters will be various experienced folks in the vari-
ous subjects.

A detailed syllabus will be published before the classes begin. Attend them all, or any
that you like, but you must register for the classes. To receive registration information,
contact Rol Anders, K3RA, at roland.anders@comcast.net.
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ARES News (continued)

April 1st at 20:00 is the next ARES net on AB5U UHF. The next In-Person
meeting is scheduled for April 15t at 19:00 in the Fire Station #2 frain-
ing room. Our scheduled guest speaker is Hannah Myers, Assistant
Emergency Management Coordinator for Rowlett.

On Saturday and Sunday, May 4th and 5th The MS150 bike marathon will
take place between Mansfield and Fort Worth. For more information
about the race, visit http://tinyurl.com/bzfcenc|.

We still need people who are interested in helping with communications
on either or both days. A number of ARES members will be assisting this

extremely worthwhile event. For information on volunteering please register here
hitp://finyurl.com/22j7c7bs or contact James “LT” Marple at .marple@verizon.net.

Explorer News

DFW fire games will be hosted
April 27, 2024, at Rowlett Fire
Station #2. This exciting event
requires a lot of volunteer
manpower, and there are sfill
positions to fill.

Please consider volunteering. Visit Track it For-
ward for information.

Photo: Dave Berry

Safe Sitter Class (Blast!) Babysitter Lessons and Safety Training

Designed for people ages 10-16, their parents, and parents looking to hire a babysit-
ter, the BLAST! program can prepare children and teens to interview for a babysitting
job, select safe and suitable games and activities, prevent accidents, perform first
aid, and begin babysitting safely and competently. The Blast! course was developed
by the American Academy of Pediatrics, the world's leading authority on child well
being.

BLAST!
Saturday May 18th, 8:00 AM to noon. Fee is $40.
Register by visiting http://tinyurl.com/bddzu57e
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Troop 646 Keeping Dalrock Road Clean (photo: Jimmy Zapatal)

Troop 646 adopted part of Dalrock Road near Old Glory Station. They picked up three
large bags of trash walking 3.87 miles in 3 hours.

As always, there's lots going on with Troop 646. On March 29 to 31st the troop will be
participating in the Hiking and Backpacking Campout at the LBJ Grasslands near De-
catur.

On April 6 T646 will be participating in the Rowlett KRB (Keep Rowlett Beautiful) Great
American Clean-up.

April 26th -27th T646 will attend the Duck Creek District Spring Camporee Campout at
TRJ in Athens, Texas.

And May 2nd will bring the Duck Creek District Annual Cook-off. This year’'s theme is
Breakfast for Dinner.

May 2023 Trophy at the Duck Creek
District Cook-off with Garland City
Council Members as our judges.
Great work Ethan D!

Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory
5100 Dalrock Road Rowlett. We are
there every Monday night from
7:00pm unfil 8:30pm unless it's a holi-
day, such as Memorial Day, week of
Summer Camp, or Independence
Day.
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