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RCCC News

City of Rowlett recognizes CERT Director Erik Ernst with the Richard Huff Excellence in
Community Service Award

On April 18th, Mayor Blake Margolis recognized CERT Director, Erik Ernst, with the city’s
highest honor for volunteers, the Richard Huff Excellence in Community Service Award.

Below is Mayor Margolis's speech from the award ceremony. Read on to learn about
Erik’'s many accomplishments and contributions to the City of Rowlett.

Since 2005, Rowlett Mayors
have had the honor of recog-
nizing a Rowlett resident with
the highest volunteer award,
named for one of Rowlett’s
most civically engaged citi-
zens, Richard Huff.

Erik’s journey of service be-
gan in 2005 when he joined
the Rowlett Community Emer-
gency Response Team, or
CERT. His commitment to
helping others was evident
when he founded Rowlett
Explorer Post One in 2007,
providing leadership and
mentoring fo our youth.

That same year, Erik was right-
fully named the Rowlett Citi-
zens Corp Council (RCCC)

Overall Volunteer of the Year. His oufstanding leadership

Mayor Blake Margolis with CERT Director and Richard Huff
Excellence in Community Service Award Recipient Erik Ernst

earned him the William H. Spurgeon Il Award by the Boy Inside this Issue
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year, Erik also took on the role of Director of Rowlett CERT and

started the Erik B. Ernst Explorer Scholarship Program, further SIS B e s A
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RCCC News (continued)

City of Rowlett recognizes CERT Director Erik Ernst with the Richard Huff Excellence in Commu-
nity Service Award (continued)

In 2014, Erik’s long-standing service was nationally recognized when he received the
President's Volunteer Service Award, specifically the Lifetime Achievement Award, a
clear testament to his enduring commitment and impact.

Erik's contributions continued as he became a life member of the RCCC in 2017 and
began serving as RCCC's Vice President in 2018. Last year, he was honored with the
Citizen Corps Council Pioneer Award, recognizing his continuous impact on our com-
munity. He also serves on the Community Investment Program Task Force, the Rowlett
Community Organizations Active in Disaster, and on past Charter Review Commissions.
His leadership has been crucial during severe weather events, where he is active in the
City’'s Emergency Operations Center, helping to keep our community safe. It's also
worth noting that he served a crucial leadership role after the December 2015 tornado
and was integral in the aftermath.

Erik Ernst—a pillar of our community and a true model of dedication and service - we
are deeply grateful for your unwavering dedication to our community.

Thank you for your service, Erik, and congratulations!

The RCCC Annual Awards & Recognition Banquet event will take
place on Friday, May 17t 6:30 — 9PM at the Rowlett Community
Center, 5300 Main Street, Rowlett.

Join us for a great evening while we recognize our outstanding volunteers, chat with
our colleagues, and dine on excellent Puerto Rican food from El Flamboyan!
Volunteers and Explorers are welcome to bring their "plus one" (or parents) free of
charge. Additional guests are welcome to purchase tickets for $10 each, fo cover din-
ner.

It's essential that you RSVP by May 10t%, so we have an accurate food headcount. If
your "plus one" or other guests will be attending, **please tell us in your TIF sign-up
"comments"** for an accurate head count.

Hope to see you therel

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/221510

RCCC News May 2024 2



RCCC News (continued)

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to put on 50 pounds of gear and put
out a firee The Rowlett Fire Department offers a nine-week Citizens Fire Academy class
that gives you hands-on experience. The next class will take place Thursdays, May 30—
August 1 7PM at Fire Station 2. Email Julie Ward (jward@rowlett.com) to sign up.

CERT News

Solar Eclipse Thanks to Bill Schwalb, Arthur San Roman and Glenn &
Grace Spivey for volunteering their first aid skills at Rowlett’s April
8th Solar Eclipse party!

Bill Schwab takes in the eclipse
(photo: Grace Spivey)

Rowlett CERT: ready for the eclipse
L fo R: Grace Spivey, Bill Schwab, Glenn Spivey, Arthur San Roman
(ohoto: Grace Spivey)

Volunteers Needed Here's your chance to rack up some volunteer
hours!

CERT Quarterly Drill Saturday May 11th

Barks, Brews & Brats Saturday May 18t

As always, sign up on Track it Forward:
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events

Thanks to all who prepared for the Q1 CERT drill this past Saturday March 23rd. The
event was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances, but never fear! Our Q2 drill is
already scheduled. Pease mark your calendars for Saturday May 11th.
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CERT News

Join us for the March CERT General Meeting on Wednesday, May
15th 7PM at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road for a discussion
on Mass Casualty Response.

You never know when you'll be needed. This month's topic is Mass
Casualty Response. We'll discuss how CERT can assist first respond-
ers during a mass casualty event, including head to toe assess-
ments, triage, and STB (stop the bleed) basics. Join us for this im-
portant refresher.

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a
set of questions. They will always be the same questions
but the answers can help us get to know some im-
portant stuff about our volunteers.

We can’t take credit for the questions as they are are-
vised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for celebrity
guests. Please note that participation, should someone
be selected, is completely voluntary.

It's fime to get to know this month's featured member,

Susan Henchal!
Susan Henchal

o Best sandwich? Jersey Mike’'s #6, rare .
roast beef and provolone, on mini-
white (I take it home and put Miracle
Whip dressing on it) J

Favorite smell?2 Peonies in the spring
e Least favorite smell2 Cat or dog poop

Flat or sparkling water? Flat, filtered

cool water from the refrigerator
¢ What's one thing you own that you re- w '9

ally should throw out2 A Christmas
sweater a moth has eaten part of

What is the scariest animal? Any snake

Native Texan or From Another Land?
From Upstate New York, Catskill Moun-
tains

Favorite action movie?¢ Top Gun: Mav-
erick
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Most used app on your phone? Libby

You get one song to listen to for the
rest of your life: what is ite Please
don’t laugh... “The Way We Were”

Describe the rest of your life in 5
words¢ Bridge (the card game), trav-
el, friends, food, laughs




ARES News May éth at 20:00 is the next ARES net on AB5U UHF.

On Saturday, May 11th, ARES will be giving communication support
at the CERT quarterly drill scheduled between 12:30 to 17:00.

The next ARES In-Person meeting is scheduled for Monday, May
20" at 19:00 in the Fire Station #2 training room. We will have radio
test equipment available for those who would like to check their
equipment.

On Saturday and Sunday, May 4th and 5th The MS150 bike mara-
thon will take place between Mansfield and Fort Worth. For more
information about the race, visit http://finyurl.com/bzfcenci.

We still need people who are interested in helping with communi-

cations on either or both days. A number of ARES members will be

assisting this extremely worthwhile event. For information on volun-

teering please register here hitp://tinyurl.com/22j7c7bs or contact Image: Shutterstock
James “LT" Marple at .marple@verizon.net.

Explorer News

DFW Fire Games arrived with a phenomenal turnout! Teams from
Plano, Rockwall, San Antonio, and Austin came to compete at our
state-of-the-art training field on Saturday, April 27th. Every team did
a fantastic job, but our overall DFW Fire Games winners were Plano
team 1 in third, Rowlett team 1 in second, and Rowlett team 2 in
first. Of course, we finished the day with the hose off fournament
where Rowlett team 5 made it to the finals against Austin. Austin
won the fournament and took home the frophy for this year.

The post was joined at Fire Games this year by the GISD Giloreath-Reed Career and
Technical Center fire program. Many of the Explorers were already part of this pro-
gram, but we're proud to say that even more students joined the Explorers this year.
Check out the initial photos, and the event results below.

Congratulations to all of the teams who competed!
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Explorer News (continued)

Rowlett, Rockwall, Austin, San Antonio and Plano Explorers
Photo: Rachel Dean

EMS Event
1st Place - Plano Team 1 2nd Place - Austin Team 3 3rd Place - Rowlett Team 1

Bunker Gear/SCBA Relay
1st Place - Rowlett Team 1 2nd Place - Plano Team 1 3rd Place - Rowlett Team 2

Best Individual Bunker Gear/SCBA Time
1st Place - Juliette Bertrand (Plano)
2nd Place - Landon Zapata (Rowlett)
3rd Place - Caden Williams (Rowlett)

Firefighter Combat Challenge
1st Place - Rowlett Team 2 2nd Place - Rowlett Team 5 3rd Place - Rowlett Team 3

Make & Break
1st Place - Rowlett Team 3 2nd Place - Rowlett Team 1 3rd Place - Rowlett Team 2

Room Search
1st Place - Plano Team 2 2nd Place - Rowlett Team 3 3rd Place - Austin Team 3

Overall Winners
1st Place - Rowlett Team 2 2nd Place - Rowlett Team 1 3rd Place - Plano Team 1
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Explorer News (continued)
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Explorer News (continued)
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Explorer News (continued)

DFW Fire Games didn’t take up all of the Explorers’ time this month,
as they trained in conflict resolution to keep life skills as a part of
the post curriculum.

The Explorers did some fantastic community outreach and edu-
cating, with visits to Herfurth Elementary School for a fire safety
event, and to Back Elementary for a community helpers event. This
was a great opportunity for the students and their families to learn
more about safety practices and those that help the community.

Explorers were also joined in April by
President and Founder of Search
One Rescue Team, Paul Lake, and
his canine partner. Search One is a
K? S&R team that services the great-
er DFW area.

Search One is currently seeking new
members and handlers. To find out
more you can find them at
hitps://www.searchone.org/

Search One
(photo: Rachel Dean)

Explorer Highlight: Ambre Quivy

Ambre has been a member of
the post for 5 months. She
joined the post to meet new
people and to see how fire-
fighting is done in America.

Outside of the post, Ambre likes
to play basketball, volunteer at
the animal shelter because she
loves puppies, read books, and
listen to music.

Ambre’s priorities with the post
are to focus on team building
and have more interaction be-
tween the squads this year.

Ambre Quivy
(photo: Rachel Dean)
R E —IIIII—— — —
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BSA Té46 News

Spring Camporee at Camp Trevor Rees-Jones
Photo courtesy of T. DeRose

Earning Scout Eclipse Patch with Fundraiser selling beef sticks in downtown Rowlett
Photo courtesy of M. McPhail
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BSA Té646 News (continued)

Keep Rowlett Beautiful - Great American Clean-up near Paddle Point Park Rowlett
(Photo courtesy of G. Lynas)

Upcoming events

May 2nd Duck Creek District Annual Cook-off. Theme is Breakfast for Dinner.

May 3-5th Order of the Arrow May Ordeal Campout, at Camp Trevor Rees-Jones
May 13th Troop Elections

May 17th Annual RCCC Awards and Recognition Banquet

May 20th Troop Court of Honor (New Scout Leadership positions, Merit Badges earned,
and Rank Advancements)

Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory 5100 Dalrock Road Rowlett. We are there every
Monday night from 7:00PM until 8:30PM unless it's a holiday like Memorial Day, week of
Summer Camp, or Independence Day.
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