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RCCC News 

July 4th Freedom 5k  
Beat the heat and help us support the Rowlett Chamber of Com-
merce's Freedom 5k run! Just a couple of additional volunteers are 
needed for parking support, race course setup, race monitoring. Re-
port at 6:30AM to the NEW LOCATION: Rowlett Community Park, 8700 
Saint Andrews Lane, Rowlett, TX 
Wear your program shirt. PLEASE BRING your vest, a folding chair if 
you want one, and a cool beverage. 
CERT & ARES stay until all walkers finish the race, generally around 
9:30AM. https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/941781  

July 4th Fireworks on Main  
Just a few more volunteers are needed for first aid/cooling, fire 
watch, general safety, and tear down. This is a fun event: there will 
be two great bands, tons of food trucks, fabulous fireworks and 
more. Details are evolving as volunteers sign up and drop out, but 
right now there is a particular need for volunteers between 8:30PM 
and midnight: the coolest hours of the day! Please indicate your 
availability on Track it Forward.  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/887067   

July 5th Recovery Day 
After July 4th, we need to organize our equipment to reset to deployment-ready. 
Please join us on Friday, July 5th to inventory, re-stock, organize and get our rolling 
stock and equipment back in shape. Depending on the number of volunteers, this 
could be an hour, or the full morning. So please pitch in if you can! 
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/900372  
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CERT News 

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a set 
of questions.  They will always be the same questions but 
the answers can help us get to know some important stuff 
about our volunteers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a re-
vised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for celebrity 
guests.  Please note that participation, should someone 
be selected, is completely voluntary.  
 
It’s time to get to know this month’s featured member 
and the 2023 RCCC President’s Distinguished Service 
Award recipient, Greg Bass! 

The Rowlett Citizen Corps Council will sponsor a two-day Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) class on Saturday, August 3 & 10, 2024, 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. each of those days.  Both days are required.   

During a natural or man-made disaster, CERT teams assist Public Safety 
teams in doing damage assessment, accounting for residents and secur-
ing quick, accessible routes into their neighborhood. 

Our teams also help search for missing persons, and assist with evacuations, traffic control, 
courtesy patrols and City events.  Rowlett is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the 
CERT program that includes Disaster Medical Operations, Light Search and Rescue, and Fire 
Suppression following FEMA guidelines.  The class is open to the public.  A course fee of $25 
payable at time of registration covers class administrative expenses.  Tell your friends. To regis-
ter for class, please visit  
https://rccc-100286.square.site/product/cert-class-fee/3?cs=true&cst=custom  
Being prepared is everyone’s responsibility.  Get Ready Today. 

· Best sandwich? Grilled turkey and 
cheese 

· What's one thing you own that you re-
ally should throw out? The projects 
that didn’t work! 

· What is the scariest animal? Brain Eat-
ing Amoeba 

· Native Texan or From Another 
Land Native Texan!  I was born in Dallas 
and grew up in a small town in Grayson 
County. 

· Favorite action movie? Probably the first Ma-
trix or the second Terminator, maybe Die 
Hard around Christmas! 

· Favorite smell? Rain on new mown grass 
· Least favorite smell? Rotten meat 
· Flat or sparkling water? Flat 
· Most used app on your phone? Text messag-

ing 
· You get one song to listen to for the rest of 

your life: what is it?  “LA Freeway” by Guy 
Clark. 

· Describe the rest of your life in 5 
words? Never stop learning! 

Greg Bass 



����������
����ʹͲʹͶ ͵ 

"Mule", "Red Rover", "Rehab", "CERT Trailer"....during a call-out, if someone told you to 
get something out of one of those vehicles, would you know where to go? Would you 
know the vehicle layout? Join us for an important orientation and walkthrough as we 
get up close and comfortable with our rolling stock.  
 
We'll also hold a "hot wash" (debrief) on July 4th Fireworks on Main. 
 
Hope to see you there! Let us know you’re coming:  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/884937  

July CERT General Meeting Wednesday July 17th 7:00PM, Old Glory 
Station, 5100 Dalrock Road.  

CERT News (continued) 

Thanks to volunteers who staffed the “June 8th Superhero Soaker Wars” event, spon-
sored by the Rowlett Library. Dozens of kids ‘battled’ Rowlett police and firefighters — 
but mostly one another — with water balloons.  

John Meyers, Jacqueline Prescott, Darrah Merillat, Jim Merillat and Art San Roman 
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ARES News  Congratulations to Alyssa Dequeant on 
passing her General Ham license exam! 
Alyssa will now have privileges on a 
broader range of frequencies, allowing 
her to connect with hams over much 
greater distances.  

Alyssa Dequeant, KZ5ADQ  

There was a very successful response for the CERT radio training class in June. In order 
to have members feel more comfortable with radio use, �ARES director Mark Riaboy 
ran a class that included a hands-on experience in using the radio units that are 
stored in the CERT trailer.  
 
Mark then gave a slide presentation to discuss the proper procedures in radio use. He 
advised attendees that the class did not give them the authority to transmit as a ham 
operator, but only to communicate on Rowlett CERT frequencies.  
 
Mark designed a script that gave the training attendees a chance to partake in a 
simulated operation during the Fireworks on Main.  
 
There will be more opportunities for people to attend this training in the future.  

In addition, for those interested in getting their FCC Amateur Radio License, on Sep-
tember 6th  and 13th ARES will run classes (parts one and two) to help you earn an 
FCC radio Technician license. Ham radio is an exciting hobby that will introduce you 
to a world of communications. If you are interested in joining the RCCC Amateur Ra-
dio Emergency Service (ARES), obtaining a Technician license is the first step. 

Monday July 1st at 20:00 is the next ARES monthly net on AB5U UHF 441.325 + 162.2  
 
Thursday, July 4th  Rowlett Freedom 5K Run 06:30 to 09:30 
 
Thursday, July 4th  Fireworks On Main with various shifts from 15:30 to 20:00.  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/887067 
 
The next ARES In-Person meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 15th at 19:00 in the Fire 
Station #2 training room. Emergency Communications Supervisor Rebekah Ciomek 
will discuss emergency dispatch communications.  
 
Wednesday, July 17th - CERT general meeting 19:00 at Old Glory, 5100 Dalrock Road. 
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Explorer News  The Explorers are beating the heat this summer with our Current 
River trip and an Explorer water fight! The trip saw us putting in 
at Cedar Grove Dam and canoeing the upper river to Jacks 
Fork. The week flew by as heavy rains had the river running high 
and fast. We hope to have y’all join us next year!  
 
Upon our return, we chose to cool down with a water slide and 
water balloons at our meetings. 
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Explorer News 

Ava Texta 

The rest of our month was filled with guest speakers from the Rowlett Police Depart-
ment Dispatch team, and training on self-defense.  
 
The dispatch team had a great presentation of their daily work flow and the state-of-
the-art setup of their team’s office.  
 
Explorer Director Scott Hart led the Explorers in a training session on keeping ourselves 
safe and alert.  

Explorer Highlight: Ava Texta 
 
Ava joined the post two years ago. She be-
came part of the post because her sister, 
Kylie would talk about how much fun she 
was having. 
 
Ava likes to play softball and volleyball with 
her friends as well as binge watch tv shows 
and movies. Currently, Ava is binging The 
Big Bang Theory. 
 
Ava’s priorities within the post are to learn 
how to be more of an adult, and to help 
other people in the community. 
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BSA T646 News  

Camp Flags morning and evening 

Tent camping for the week,  
two per tent  

Five Mile Hike up Johnson’s Peak.  
Yes, we hiked up that hill! 

Top of  Johnson’s Peak 

The troop had a great time at the 
2024 Summer Camp: Camp Con-

stantin in Palo Pinto County͘ 

Camp Constantin 2024 
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BSA T646 News (continued) 

July 13th Fishing Merit Badge and Movie with Lock-in  

Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory 5100 Dalrock Road Rowlett. We are there every 
Monday night from 7:00PM until 8:30PM unless it’s a holiday like Memorial Day, week of 
Summer Camp, or Independence Day.      

Upcoming events 

Flag Color Guard getting ready 
and looking sharp� 

Evening Flag Line-up 

Fundraising with 
meat stick sales at 
Rowlett’s Farmers 
and Craft Market 
on Jun 27th.  

Scout Fundraiser 

The Scouts are selling meat 
sticks (various flavors) two for 

$3. If you’d like to stock up and 
support the Scouts, please 

contact Jimmy Zapata, 214-
952-3403 or 

TwoZaps@Gmail.com.   

And pssst….the Scouting pop-
corn sale fundraiser is coming 

soon!  


