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CERT News 

Welcome new G317 graduates and new CERT members  
Malu Crespo, Felisha Mims, Victoria Mendez, and Floyd Smith!  
 
Please take a minute at an upcoming meeting to introduce yourself to 
our newest team members.  

Animals in Disaster 
Pets are a big part of our lives, and as severe weather be-
comes more common, we all need to understand how to work 
with furry family members.  
 
Rowlett CERT now strongly encourages all members to take 
FEMA courses IS 10a and IS 11a Animals in Disaster. 

To access the FEMA training, follow these three easy steps:  
1. Get a FEMA Student ID (or “FEMA SID”) by visiting https://cdp.dhs.gov/sso/login, and click-

ing the link for “CREATE ACCOUNT”.  
2. Once you have your FEMA SID, you can view available courses by visiting https://

training.fema.gov/is/. You can search for a course (e.g., IS 10a) in the search box. Or you 
can view many available courses by clicking the “Independent Study” link,  

3. After you’ve reviewed the online course material, you’ll be given a quiz. After successful 
completion of the quiz, the FEMA website will display your certificate of completion. Please 
print your certificate as a pdf file, and email a copy to JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org so it can 
be noted in your RCCC records. And remember to log your training hours in  
Track it Forward!   

If you have any difficulty, contact JP: 
JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org.  
 
For those who want a little extra training, on Wednesday, 
March 27th from Noon – 1:30PM, FEMA will offer an online 
class  Animal Sheltering During Disasters.  
Register at  http://tinyurl.com/yxzzewdw 
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CERT News (continued) 

Join us for the March CERT General Meeting on Wednesday, March 20th 
7PM at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road.  
 
Hazardous weather is a fact of life here in North Texas. Flooding, torna-
dos, high winds and extreme temperatures are becoming more com-
mon. Recognize the warning signs, prepare yourself and your family, and 
be ready to respond to these increasingly common events. 

We'll also have a GEAR SWAP: Do you have CERT gear that you’re not using?  If you’ve got ex-
tra CERT items lying around and not sparking your joy, then please bring them to the next CERT 
General Meeting. Your closet shelves and fellow CERT members will thank you.   

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a set 
of questions.  They will always be the same questions but 
the answers can help us get to know some important stuff 
about our volunteers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a re-
vised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for celebrity 
guests.  Please note that participation, should someone 
be selected, is completely voluntary.  
 
It’s time to get to know this month’s featured member, 
Heather Torres! 

· Best sandwich? Muffuletta, or a NY 
Rueben, or how about a slice of pizza 
folded in half. There's too many!  

 
· What's one thing you own that you 

really should throw out? Those old sti-
lettoes that I will 100% never wear 
again.  

 
· What is the scariest animal?  La 

Chupacabra!  
 
· Native Texan or From Another Land? 

Native Texan. 
 
· Favorite action movie? Bourne series.  

· Favorite smell? Freshly Baked Bread. 
 
· Least favorite smell? Sewage. 
 
· Flat or sparkling water? Flat. 
 
· Most used app on your phone? Calendar. 
 
· You get one song to listen to for the rest of 

your life: what is it? I'm Still Standing! 
 
· Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? 

“Just gotta keep livin' man - L-I-V-I-N" 
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Congratulations to Terry Thayer, Todd 
Thayer, Jackie King, Tamra Williams and 
Alyssa Dequeant, who’ve each completed 
their 40 CERT hours. Way to go!  

CERT News (continued) 

ARES News  Upcoming Events 
 
March 4 - ARES NET @ 20:00 (8PM) on AB5U UHF 
 
March 18 - ARES In Person meeting 19:00 (7PM) at Fire Station #2 Training 
Room, 8602 Schrade Road 
 
At the next CERT General Meeting on March 20th at 19:00 (7PM) the topic 
of discussion will be Severe Weather.  

Forecasters from the National Weather Service in Fort Worth conduct storm spotter 
training sessions each year to help prepare storm spotters for the upcoming severe 
weather season. There is ONE remaining local class in 2024:Saturday, March 2nd, 9 – 
11AM (Virtual, registration required)  http://tinyurl.com/24yb8b86  

  
And here’s your chance to win! Email your Skywarn training completion certifi-
cate to news@RowlettCitizenCorps.org and your name will be entered into a draw-
ing to win your own radio! The radio will be programmed with CERT channels and/or 
Amateur Radio Emergency Services channels, depending on your FCC license quali-
fications. 
  
The winner will be announced at the March CERT General Meeting.  

Our next amateur radio Technician class will be taught from 9AM to 4PM with a 1-hour break on 
Saturday, March 2nd (part one) and will continue on Saturday, March 9th (part 2). The classes will 
take place at the Rowlett Fire Station 2 training center, 8602 Schrade Road. At the end of the 
class, you should have enough information to easily pass the FCC written test for your amateur 
radio license. The cost of the class is $40. To register, visit: http://tinyurl.com/4b8hhrr4 
 
The National Weather Service will offer an Advanced Skywarn class on Thursday, March 21st. 
This virtual class will take place from 7PM to 9PM. The class is not mandatory, but will supple-
ment your knowledge obtained from the basic class. To register: http://tinyurl.com/4p7eraw7 .  

If you’ve taken Skywarn training, and want to help keep Rowlett safe during 
severe weather, please consider joining the Skywarn team., We will schedule a 
1-hour orientation in the next few weeks, depending on interest levels. You’ll be 
asked for a copy of your NWS Skywarn certificate. For information, please con-
tact Mark Riaboy by Friday, March 8th, at riaboyrccc@gmail.com.  
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On Saturday and Sunday, May 4th and 5th The MS150 bike marathon 
will take place between Mansfield and Fort Worth. For more information 
about the race, visit http://tinyurl.com/bzfcencj.    
 
We still need people who are interested in helping with communications 
on either or both days. A number of our ARES members will be assisting 
this extremely worthwhile event. For information on volunteering please 
register here http://tinyurl.com/22j7c7bs or contact James “LT” Marple 
at j.marple@verizon.net.  

ARES News (continued) 

Explorer News 

During the past month, the Explorer post welcomed three new official 
members: Chauncey Riba-Riba, Marshall Hill, and Lane Nelson all complet-
ed the G317! Members of the post also came to the G317 drill capstone 
and performed their best acting skills as mock victims. 

The post was trained during February on public 
speaking, rescue carries, basic search and res-
cue, extrication cribbing, and firearm safety. This 
training, as well as previous training from last 
month, was tested in a capstone that put their 
abilities to the test with knowledge checks and 
practical, hands-on training.  
 
DFW fire games will be hosted April 27, 2024, at 
Rowlett Fire Station #2. There will be several volun-
teer positions that we will need help filling. A vol-
unteer registration will be sent out in Track it For-
ward next month.  
 
Please keep an eye out. We hope you can join 
us! 
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Rylee is in charge of the social media for the post and 
is always there to welcome newcomers. 
 
Rylee has been a member of the post for over three 
years. She joined the post to become a firefighter/
paramedic and to learn more life skills.  
 
Outside of the post Rylee likes to hang out with her 
friends, go swimming, and go shopping!  

Explorer Highlight: Rylee Newsom 

Rylee stated her priorities 
this year are to keep a posi-
tive and uplifting attitude, 
to make the post a fun and 
welcoming place, and to 
help out as many people as 
she can in the post. 

Explorer News (continued) 

Fire Games training started this month with the teams working on bunker gear drills and room 
searches. The firearm safety lessons were in preparation for the explorer’s shooting campout 
the first weekend of March. On this campout the explorers go down to West, TX and enjoy the 
lovely Czech stop before (and after) practicing their firearm skills safely with a wide variety of 
handguns, shotguns, and rifles. 
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Explorer News (continued) 

Upcoming Events/Training: 
 
 
First Aid, CPR/AED and Wilderness First Aid Classes 
 
Post One is holding First Aid Training on March 16 & 17th, 2024.  Emergency Care and 
Safety Institute (ECSI) training courses were developed in association with the Ameri-
can Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons and the American College of Emergency Phy-
sicians.  
 
Standard First Aid, CPR/AED are offered in conjunction with (as part of) the Wilderness 
First Aid classes.  
 
Standard First Aid & CPR/AED 
Saturday only,  8:00 AM to noon 
Fee is $50.  
 
Wilderness First Aid & CPR/AED 
Saturday 8 AM - 6 PM, and 
Sunday  8 AM - 2:00 PM 
Fee is $150.  
 
Wilderness First Aid minimum age to attend is 14. WFA participants must attend both 
days, and dress appropriately for the weather as a portion of the WFA class will be 
held outdoors. 
   
Register by visiting http://tinyurl.com/bddzu57e  
Registration deadline is March 11, 2024 
  
 
 
Safe Sitter Class (Blast!) Babysitter Lessons and Safety Training 
Designed for people ages 10-16, their parents, and parents looking to hire a babysit-
ter, the BLAST! program can prepare children and teens to interview for a babysitting 
job, select safe and suitable games and activities, prevent accidents, perform first aid, 
and begin babysitting safely and competently.  The Blast! course was developed by 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the world's leading authority on child well be-
ing.   
 
BLAST! 
Saturday May 18th,  8:00 AM to noon 
Fee is $40.  
Register by visiting http://tinyurl.com/bddzu57e  



RCCC News March 2024 7 

BSA646 News 

 

Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are 
there every Monday night from 7:00PM until 8:30PM unless it’s a holiday like School 
Winter Break, New Year’s, or Memorial Day.      

Troop 646 Youth Leadership for the next 4 months 

Ready to play Taps to con-
clude our Court of Honor.  

Tarleton State University Merit Badge Seminar in Stephenville.   


