RCCC News
December 2023

TRACK IT FORWARD

It's the time of the year for reflection on what we've accomplished
throughout 2023.

Please take a moment to review your service hours in Track It For-
ward and make adjustments for missed events, such as Fire Corps
rehab responses, work days, meetings, drills, planning or administra-
tive hours, etc. https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events

If you have any questions about what qualifies, please ask a pro-
gram director or leader.

CONGRATULATIONS to Greg Bass, Bill Schwab and James
“LT”) Marple who all were re-elected to serve on the
RCCC Board of Directors for another 2-year term.

We appreciate your service!

There's still time to sign up for the RCCC Annual Pot Luck Holiday Party
on Friday, December 8th at OG.

Click https://www.trackitforward.com/site/6292100/event/822255 by De-
cember Tst to let us know what you're bringing. Hope to see you there!
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Community Preparedness and Public Safety Expo (continued)

RCCC’s Whitney Laning with other Rowlett City leaders

Dave Berry & John Meyers

Sylvia Pilkington, Jonathan Chance, Susan Henchal, Marie Bianicci, Deb Rowles
at the CERT table.
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Community Preparedness and Public Safety Expo (continued)

Pat Riaboy, ARES Director Mark Riaboy, Mike Williamson, Jacqueline Prescott at the ARES & Skywarn table.

Ryan Laning, Nora
Obeid and Explorer
Advisor Jeanne Powell
at the Explorer table.

Ryan Laning, Jordan Collins and other Explorers supported the Scout table.
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CERT News

CERT “10 Questions” Challenge

Each month, we randomly pick a member to an-
swer a set of questions. They will always be the
same questions but the answers can help us get
to know some important stuff about our volun-
teers.

We can’t take credit for the questions as they are
a revised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions
for celebrity guests. Please note that participa-
fion, should someone be selected, is completely
voluntary. This month's featured member is our
friend and colleague, CERT volunteer and Explor-

. Jeanne Powell
er Advisor, Jeanne Powell!

e Best sandwich? Grilled turkey, with bacon
and pepper jack cheese.

¢ What's one thing you own that you really
should throw out?2 Someone else’s chair
that I've stored for them for years.

e Whatis the scariest animale Wolverine.

e Native Texan or From Another
Land? Arizona, Southern California, Minne-
sota, then Texas.

e Favorite action movie? So many.

e Favorite smell2 Pine trees in the mountains.

e Least favorite smell2 Vomit.

Flat or sparkling water? Flat, with a twist of
lemon, please.

Most used app on your phone? Hold on,
wait for it....the phone.

You get one song to listen to for the rest of
your life: what is it¢ Clair de Lune, by Debus-
sy, played by Van Cliburn.

Describe the rest of your life in 5

words? Laughing (a LOT), deep apprecia-
tion, loving, and kindness in everything | do
- It's me, did you really think | could say it in
5 words????

CERT Work Day Thanks to all who participated in the Logistics workday! In addition to
giving Old Glory and our rolling stock a much-needed cleaning, we got a lot of good
maintenance done. We're now looking forward to the new year with a much better

outlook on our home and our equipment.

For those of you who are still looking for 2023 volunteer hours, keep an eye on email:
there will likely be another work day in December.
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CERT News (continued)

CERT December Meeting is CANCELLED
See you in January!

Need hours?
Some of us need just a few more volunteer hours to hit our annual 40,
or to hit the next Presidential Volunteer Service Award threshold.

Have you looked at Track if Forward lately2 There are a few opportu-
nities left in 2023.... Toys for Tots, the Main Street Holiday Festival, and
even the Pot Luck dinner!

As always, you'll find everything in Track it Forward: Visit
(https://tinyurl.com/2da5ap3d) to sign up!

ARES News
Saturday, December 2 from 0000z to 2400z is Skywarn Recognition
Day for amateur radio operators who are part of Skywarn. Further
information may be obtained at Skywarn™ Recognition Day
(weather.gov).

The next ARES NET will take place on Monday, December 4 at
20:00, on AB5U UHF.

The Dallas Marathon is still looking for amateur radio operators for marathon commu-
nications on Sunday, December 10th. Newcomers to the event will be paired with an
experienced volunteer to help learn the ropes. Interested in volunteering? Please
contact either Jacqueline Prescott (JP@rowlettcitizencorps.org) or Mark Riaboy
(iaboyrccc@gmail.com).

The December ARES in-person meeting and the January NET have been
cancelled due to the holidays.
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Explorer News

On November 30th. we will be having a fundraiser night at Raising
Cane’s here in Rowlett, at 4509 Lakeview Pkwy, Rowlett, TX 75088.

The event will run from 10am to 10pm. Explorers will be onsite from
7pm to 9pm. We will have a table set up for item donations and
Raising Cane’s will donate 15% of the proceeds earned that day
back to the Post to purchase more items.

Come out and join us, and invite your friends and family! Make sure
to mention Explorer Post One when ordering your food.

(Explorer News continued next page)
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Explorer News (continued)

Explorer Service Project 2023: How to Help

Explorers are currently working on their service project for 2023. We will be
trying to make Christmas a little brighter this year by collecting items for Chil-
dren's Medical Center. During November, we will set out collection boxes
for donated items and work to raise funds to buy toys and supplies. In De-
cember, we will make a delivery to the hospital so the kids can enjoy some

new toys for Christmas.

Toys requested by Children’s Health hospital include the following.

Infant ltems
e Vtech/Fisher Price light up Musicaltoys
¢ Sound machines

e Aquariums/Light Projectors
o Teethers/rattles

Games, Toys and Activities

e Board games/card games

e Action figures/Barbies/Baby dolls
o Cars/Trucks

e Legos/Building Blocks

e Play medicalkits

o Puzzles

o Stuffed Animals

Electronics

o Batteries (All sizes)

¢ Game Systems/Controllers/
Accessories (XBOX, PlayStation,
Nintendo)

Birthday Supplies

e  Wrapping paper
e Ribbon/Bows

o Gift Bags

Board books

Play mats
Developmental mirrors
Sippy cups

STEAM kits/Art kits

Sports EQuipment

Play Doh

Sensory toys (bubble pops, squishies,
etc.)

Gift Cards

iPads/Tablets
Speakers/Headphones

iTunes Gift Cards

Portable chargers/Charging cords

Tissue Paper
Gift Boxes
Non-inflated mylar balloons

We are currently looking for businesses that will consider setting up a collection box at
their location. If you know anyone that may be open to assisting, please contact Rachel Dean

at (940) 208-9098.

Due fo patient safety, any donated items must be new, unused, latex-free and in original pack-

aging.

Explorers will be collecting donations until December 15th. Please check out our Facebook page
for current donation locations. If you would like to make a monetary donation, you can do so
through the Explorer Post One website https://tinyurl.com/ud9cnppf or Venmo.
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BSA646 News

Troop 644 is currently doing a fundraiser with 160z jars of Salsa for $8 a jar.

The scouts help slice and dice the ingredients, run this through the canning process,
and sell these jars to have money for weekend camps and Summer Camp.

The scouts have a lot of pride selling something they made with their own hands.

The unopen jars are good for 12 months. We have had a couple of jars get lost in the
pantry that were over 3 years old and sfill tasted fantastic.

We are currently taking presales until Dec 1st but due to the RCCC newsletter going
out we will extend the presales to Dec 4th,

We will have the orders ready by the RCCC Potluck on Dec 8t to pass out.

These are great Christmas gifts for that hard-to-find person. Think of that person who
watches sporting events on their TV.

Please reach out to Jimmy Zapata — ASM of Té46
W twozaps@gmail.com, 214.952.3403 to place your Salsa

7 order.
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BSA646 News (continued)

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events!

e Dec 8t RCCC Potluck

e Dec 26-31st Order of Arrow Scouts and Adults (5) Staffing the
Annual Winter Camp at Trevor Rees-Jones Scout Camp in Ath-
ens, Texas.

e Dec 26-31st we have two Scouts attending National Youth
Leadership Training at Camp Wisdom in Dallas.

e Christmas is Dec 25"-1t is Christmas in the heart that puts Christ-
mas in the air.

o Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory 5100 Dalrock Road,
Rowlett. We are there every Monday night from 7:00pm until
8:30pm unless it's a holiday, such as School Winter Break,
Christmas, or New Year's.
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