RCCC News
February 2024

Are you a Planner?

Then you'll be happy to know that the RCCC calendar and Track it For-
ward are up-to-date for many 2024 events.

There are lots of opportunities to get involved. So go ahead and sign up
for city events, program meetings, quarterly drills and more. Visit the
RCCC calendar http://tinyurl.com/42ce%t55 or

Track it Forward https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/events for
details.

We Need Your Cardboard!

RCCC is getting ready to upgrade the OG landscape,
and your help is needed — no shovel or elbow grease
required (yet).

Bring us your plain (plastic tape removed), flattened
cardboard boxes. We'll use the cardboard to minimize
weeds using the “lasagna” method.

CERT News

G317 Refresher

On February 3@ and 10th, Rowlett CERT will hold the Win-
ter CERT G317 training from 8AM to 6PM. We'll cover Inside this Issue
basic disaster response skills, including fire safety, light
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CERT News (continued)

CERT February General Meeting

In an emergency, especially when cell towers are down, radi-
os are a crucial communications tool. Join us to learn about
radios and YOU, including general radio features and controls,
correct radio operating procedures and phonetics, and how
to use a CERT radio effectively during an emergency.

We'll also have a GEAR SWAP: Do you have CERT gear that you're not using? |If

you've got extra CERT items lying around and not sparking your joy, then please

bring them to the next CERT General Meeting. Your closet shelves and fellow CERT members
will thank you.

Let us know that you're planning to attend: hitp://tinyurl.com/yckhe5as

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a set
of questions. They will always be the same questions but
the answers can help us get to know some important stuff
about our volunteers.

We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a re-
vised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for celebrity
guests. Please note that participation, should someone
be selected, is completely voluntary.

You see him at many CERT and Fire Corps events, so it's
fime to get to know this month’s featured member,

Art San Roman!

e Best sandwich? Firehouse “Hook and e Favorite smell2 Homemade Bread.
Ladder”
e Least favorite smell2 Cooking Brussels
¢ What's one thing you own that you re- Sprouts.
ally should throw out? Old clothes that
don't fit. e Flat or sparkling water? Flat.
e Whatis the scariest animal? Wolverine. e Most used app on your phone? Weather
app.
e Native Texan or From Another Land?
Another land: Raton, New Mexico. e You get one song tfo listen to for the rest
of your life: what is it? Rocky Mountain
e Favorite action movie? Lonesome High.
Dove.

e Describe the rest of your life in 5 words?2
“Every day, live for the day.”
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CERT News (continued)

Congratulations to Alan Fackler and
Marie Bianicci, who've each completed
their 40 CERT hours, and also their FEMA IS-
100 courses! Way to go!

ARES News
Upcoming Events

February 5 - ARES NET @ 20:00 (8PM) on AB5U UHF

February 19 - ARES In Person meeting 19:00 (7PM) at Fire Station #2
Training Room, 8602 Schrade Road

FREE Skywarn National Weather Service Classes

Forecasters from the National Weather Service in Fort Worth conduct storm spotter
training sessions each year to help prepare storm spotters for the upcoming severe
weather season. The NWS conducts the training in partnership with local emergency
management officials who, in most cases, are responsible for maintaining their locall
storm spoftter network. The training sessions are typically about two hours long and
cover fundamental information that every spotter needs to know, with a focus on
safety, identification of key weather features, and proper reporting procedures.

Local In Person Basic Class Presentations will take place on
Tuesday, February 13 19:00 (7PM), Kaufman Civic Center, 607 E Fair St, Kaufman
Saturday, February 17 9:00 (?AM), Granville Arts Center, 300 N 5th St, Garland

Virtual Basic Class Presentations will take place on
Thursday, February 15 19:00 (7PM) Registration Link http://finyurl.com/cx94arjk
Monday, February 26 19:00 (7PM) Registration Link http://tinyurl.com/3wv7kmé9

For the 2024 schedule of all Basic and Advanced Classes, please visit
https://www.weather.gov/fwd/skywarnmap (and scroll down for the schedule).

Welcome to our newest ARES member, Alyssa Dequeant! Alyssa recently earned her
Technician Ham license, and has decided to put her new skills to work as part of ARES.
We're happy to have Alyssa as part of the team.
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Explorer News

For the month of January, Explorers have been training and refreshing
on basic first aid principles, including CPR and AED, triage and vital
signs. They will finish this section with a few weeks of practicals before
moving on to Search and Rescue training. They are also starting to
gear up for DFW Fire Games.

Explorer Highlight: Scottlyn “Scottie” O’'Malley

Scottie is the new Post One Com-
mander!

She has been a part of the post for
almost three years. She joined Ex-
plorers because she wanted to
learn more about firefighting and
emergency medicine.

Outside of the post, Scottie is in
competitive dance and drill team.

When asked about her priorities for the
year, she responded, "l want to make the
post better by getting more involved in our
community.”

We are excited to have her as Commander, and know she will do great!

Fire Games

DFW fire games will be hosted April 27, 2024, at Rowlett Fire
Station #2. There will be several volunteer positions that we
will need help filling. A volunteer registration will be sent out in
Track it Forward next month.

Please keep an eye out. We hope you can join us!
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Explorer News (continued)

Upcoming Events/Training:

First Aid, CPR/AED and Wilderness First Aid Classes

Post One is holding First Aid Training on March 16 & 17th, 2024. Emergency Care and
Safety Institute (ECSI) training courses were developed in association with the Ameri-
can Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons and the American College of Emergency Phy-
sicians.

Standard First Aid, CPR/AED are offered in conjunction with (as part of) the Wilderness
First Aid classes.

Standard First Aid & CPR/AED
Saturday only, 8:00 AM to noon
Fee is $50.

Wilderness First Aid & CPR/AED
Saturday 8 AM - 6 PM, and
Sunday 8 AM - 2:00 PM

Fee is $150.

Wilderness First Aid minimum age to attend is 14. WFA participants must attend both
days, and dress appropriately for the weather as a portion of the WFA class will be
held outdoors.

Register by visiting http://tinyurl.com/bddzu57e
Registration deadline is March 11, 2024

Safe Sitter Class (Blast!) Babysitter Lessons and Safety Training

Designed for people ages 10-16, their parents, and parents looking to hire a babysit-
ter, the BLAST! program can prepare children and teens to interview for a babysitting
job, select safe and suitable games and activities, prevent accidents, perform first aid,
and begin babysitting safely and competently. The Blast! course was developed by
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the world's leading authority on child well be-

ing.

BLAST!

Saturday May 18, 8:00 AM to noon

Fee is $40.

Register by visiting http://tinyurl.com/bddzu57e
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BSA646 News

Getting ready to tackle some Merit Badges.

Troop 646 has been busy these last few weeks, with Scouts attending NYLT
(National Youth Leadership Training), Staffing Winter Camp at TRJ, and even
playing sports. Here are some of those pictures.

Upcoming Activities:

Feb 4t is Scout Sunday Scouts will be wearing full uniform to Sunday School and Wor-
ship Service. You may see some Scouts reading a scripture or two from the podium.
Feb 10t Scouts will be helping with the CERT G317 final disaster exercise.

Feb 16th -18t Order of Arrow Spring Fellowship with Pow Wow Campout.

Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are there
every Monday night from 7:00PM until 8:30PM unless it's a holiday like School Winter
Break, New Year's, or Memorial Day.
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