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RCCC News 

From the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: As the 2024 Hurricane 
Season Ramps Up, So Should Preparedness. 
 
The latest NOAA seasonal hurricane outlook continues to predict well above aver-
age activity for the Atlantic Basin. Share hurricane preparedness content with co-
workers, your loved ones, and across social media.  
https://www.noaa.gov/hurricane-prep 

A huge thanks to all who volunteered over Labor Day week-
end to help decommission Red Rover! 
 
After a breakdown that is not cost effective to repair, Red 
Rover has been decommissioned. Under Greg Bass’s leader-
ship, several volunteers helped to pull the electronics, tools 
and fittings out of Red Rover so that the vehicle can be auc-
tioned.  
 
Stay tuned for news about a vehicle replacement. In the 
meantime, big thanks to all who volunteered!  

Red Rover disassembly team, L to R: Philip Gaither, Mike Williamson, Art San Roman, Glenn & Grace 
Spivey, leader Greg Bass, Rhett Riegel. (Not pictured: Mark Riaboy, Jacqueline Prescott)  
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RCCC News (continued) 

Please join us at Old Glory station (5100 Dalrock Road) for an RCCC picnic, Saturday, October 
5th 3PM - ?  Burgers and hot dogs, with games, fellowship, popcorn and fun are all on the 
menu. (Burgers and dogs served around 5PM.) BYOB.  
 
Please RSVP and tell us how many family members will attend with you. 
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/960983  
Hope to see you there! 

Volunteers Are Needed for an RCCC Work Day at OG, Saturday September 21st, 9AM to 
noon. Doughnuts and fantastic teamwork provided. Can you help? Sign up here:  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/950853   
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CERT News 

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer 
a set of questions.  They will always be the same 
questions but the answers can help us get to know 
some important stuff about our volunteers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a 
revised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for ce-
lebrity guests.  Please note that participation, should 
someone be selected, is completely voluntary.  
 
It’s time to get to know this month’s featured mem-
ber, ARES Director Mark Riaboy! 

· Best sandwich? Turkey on rye with let-
tuce & tomatoes (I know, I'm boring) 

· What's one thing you own that you 
really should throw out?  Old cargo 
pants (my wife hates them) 

· What is the scariest animal?   Humans, 
without a doubt!!! 

· Native Texan or From Another Land   Is 
New York considered another land? 

· Favorite action movie? The Day The 
Earth Stood Still (The 1951 original, not 
the remake) 

· Favorite smell?  The inside of a store that sells 
nothing but exotic coffees 

· Least favorite smell?  Vinegar 
· Flat or sparkling water? ` Flat 
· Most used app on your phone? RadarScope 

during storm season 
· You get one song to listen to for the rest of 

your life: what is it?  The Hallelujah Chorus 
from Handel's Messiah 

· Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? 
Spending life with my wife 

Mark Riaboy 

Both CERT and Texas Game Wardens are involved with search and rescue. Join us at 
the CERT monthly meeting, as special guest Game Warden Brian Welch discusses how 
Texas Parks and Wildlife can work together with CERT for more effective SAR efforts. 
 
Hope to see you there! Let us know you’re coming:  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/884939  

September CERT General Meeting Wednesday September 18th 
7:00PM, Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road.  
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CERT News (continued) 

PER-213 Wide Area Search class: 3-day class coming in January 2025  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/964659  
 
Rowlett CERT is sponsoring a 3-day Wide Area Search class January 10—12, 
2025. The class will be taught by experienced instructors from  
the Federal Urban Search and Rescue System.  

This course exposes participants to a search management system focused on resource man-
agement and search documentation designed to conduct search operations efficiently and 
effectively. The instructor cadre will lead participants through facilitated discussions, table-top 
exercises, and hands-on activities in practical search skills and search management based on 
real world scenarios. The three-day long event concludes with a table-top exercise which re-
quires participants to utilize the skills gained during the course to work through an incident 
from start to finish in a single operational period. 
 
The instructor cadre are experienced search and rescue team members from the Federal Ur-
ban Search and Rescue System (FEMA US&R), State, municipal, and Volunteer teams. They 
bring a wealth of experience gained responding to some of nation’s largest and most chal-
lenging operations. 
 
It is highly recommended that prior to training, participants complete: 
 
IS-100.c, Introduction to the Incident Command System https://tinyurl.com/3huvzn2e  
IS-200.c, Basic Incident Command System for Initial Response https://tinyurl.com/yrzjbds5  
 
Upon successful completion, you will be able to:  
· Plan for the response to an incident and evaluate capabilities and limitations of resources 

necessary to conduct a Wide Area Search 
· Collect, process, evaluate, and utilize intelligence required to formulate search strategies 

for Wide Area Searches 
· Plan and conduct operations to support a Wide Area Search 
 
For more information about the course, contact Erik Ernst, erik_ernst@hotmail.com. 

The purpose of this course is to prepare participants to sup-
port a large search and rescue incident in a variety of roles 
ranging from searchers in the field, planning and support 
staff, and incident command. While built around the mod-
el of a large search and rescue event following a disaster, 
the course content applies to a vast number of critical situ-
ations including missing persons searches, natural disasters, 
terrorist incidents, and other scenarios. RF Image: UnSplash.com 

When disaster strikes it can be a challenge to effectively mobilize, organize, and deploy re-
sources needed to perform search and rescue operations.   
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CERT News (continued) 

CERT Unit Typing 
Have you ever wondered how Community Emergency Response Teams 
(CERTs) interact during large-scale disasters? Or thought about assisting 
another city or jurisdiction in times of need? 
FEMA has been thinking about this too.  

To streamline collaboration among CERTs, FEMA has introduced a standardized set of skills, 
known as "Unit Typing." If you're interested in helping other cities respond to disasters, Unit Typing 
is something you should consider.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTE Unit Typing completely optional: if you choose not to go through Unit Typing, 
you will still be a very welcome and valued member of our Rowlett CERT team.  
 
So, how does Unit Typing work? 
An AHJ, or Authority Having Jurisdiction, signs off on a volunteer’s observed ability to perform 
certain tasks, such as the 9-step CERT Size-Up. There are five key positions in the unit typing 
framework. Every volunteer begins by earning their CERT Volunteer Type 2 designation. From 
there, they can advance to CERT Volunteer Type 1, then CERT Team Leader Type 2, followed by 
CERT Team Leader Type 1, and finally, CERT Section Chief. 
 
To qualify for each position, skills must be demonstrated and observed during a live exercise or 
deployment event. If you've participated in a quarterly drill or a large city-sponsored event, like 
Fireworks on Main, you may already possess some of these skills. 
 
Training is also essential* 
While you may already have your IS-100 certification, unit-typed volunteers are also required to 
complete IS-200, IS-700, and IS-800. Remember, you can log your training time in Track It For-
ward, which counts towards your 40 annual CERT hours! 
 
For more information about FEMA CERT Volunteer qualifications, please Google "Resource Typ-
ing Definition for the National Qualification System" and click on the position link you want. 
 
To view the Position Task Books, please visit FEMA’s Resource Typing Library Tool  
https://tinyurl.com/bdshm5r8. 
 
More information is on the way, but feel free to get started today by visiting FEMA’s training 
website, https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx?lang=en  Again, please remember that this Unit 
Typing process is completely optional for Rowlett CERT, and is only applicable to those who 
might want to volunteer with non-Rowlett CERTs.  
 

* If you haven’t yet started your FEMA training, here are the steps to get started:  
1. 1. Get a FEMA Student ID (or “FEMA SID”) by visiting https://cdp.dhs.gov/sso/login, and click-

ing the link for “CREATE ACCOUNT”.  
2. 2. Once you have your FEMA SID, you can view available courses by visiting https://

training.fema.gov/is/. You can search for a course (e.g., IS 100), in the search box. Or you can 
view many available courses by clicking the “Independent Study” link, which lets you take any 
number of online courses for free.  

3. 3. After you’ve reviewed the online course material, you’ll be given a quiz. After successful 
completion of the quiz, the FEMA website will display your certificate of completion. Please 
print this as a pdf file, and email a copy to JP@RowlettCitizenCorps.org so it can be noted in 
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ARES News  

The NET that is normally scheduled for the first Monday of the month has 
been cancelled due to the Labor Day weekend.  
 
 The ARES monthly in-person meeting will take place on Monday September 
16th at 19:00, at Fire Station 2, 8602 Schrade Road.   

September 7 and 14, both on Saturday, will be part 1 and part 2 of the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) Technician class to help toward earning an amateur radio license. For those in-
terested in joining the class, you may register at https://tinyurl.com/2e475vwt. There is a $40 fee 
to cover the ARRL manual and miscellaneous materials. For further information, contact Mark 
Riaboy - info@rowlettares.com. 

Explorer News  This month in training, the Post finished navigating through their orient-
eering course. Their bearings led the Explorers to start their knots and 
climbing courses. These training sessions will tie off before our climbing 
campout from September 20th to the 22nd.  
 
Circle Ten received hands-on first aid training at the BSA first aid meet, 
hosted by the Explorers. Five troops with seven patrols came to the 
event and Patrol 637 left with first place.  

At the end of the month the Explorers held another car wash to beat the heat and clean our 
communities’ vehicles. We hope to see you next year for our car washes! 
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Explorer News (continued)  

The Post welcomed a new 
member, Jared Balderas, as 
he finished the G317 course in 
early August!  
 
Members of the Post also as-
sisted for the G317 capstone 
drill as volunteers and victims, 
with Oscar-worthy perfor-
mances. 

:ĂƌĞĚ��ĂůĚĞƌĂƐ 

Gerardo Segovia� 

Explorer Highlight: Gerardo Segovia� 
 
Gerardo joined the Post five months ago. He joined the Post to 
learn about the fire career, and he enjoys the people in the 
Post. 
 
In his free time, Gerardo likes to take care of his brother and 
play video games. He’s currently playing Modern Warfare 3’s 
Warzone. 
 
Gerardo’s priorities within the Post are to get his fire certifica-
tions, learn more about fire and EMS careers and have fun do-
ing it. 

Upcoming events 
 
Explorer Climbing Campout  A campout at the wonderful Sid Richardson Scout camp in Long-
horn Council where the Explorers will put their knots, climbing, and rappelling to the test.  Friday 
September 20th – Sunday, September 22nd.   
 
Swiftwater Training  Hands-on training for swift water rescue in the rapids of the Comal River in 
New Braunfels.  October 18th – 20th.  
 
Explorer’s Halloween campout  Our annual haunting out in West, TX. Scary stories, movies, and 
other spooky hijinks to be had.  October 25th – 27th. 
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BSA T646 News  

Scouts in Garland Labor Day Parade 

The Annual Scouts Popcorn Fundraiser has started.  You can see the list of 
items these scouts are selling, place the order on-line, pay on-line, have the 
items delivered to your home, and best of all help our Scouts earn money for 
their upcoming adventures in Scouting.  

We currently have two Scouts registered to sell. Please support our scouts by 
purchasing some popcorn and snack items through one of these links:  

Hastin L.: https://trails-end.com/store/scout/WZG9MZ6A?share=6RSFGVFT  
or William S.: https://trails-end.com/store/scout/731SLRHD?share=EAIPWEFR  

Please place your orders between now and October 15, 2024.  
 
If you would like to donate to Troop 646 and not purchase 
popcorn please contact Jimmy Zapata Assistant Scoutmaster 
of Troop 646: twozaps@gmail.com or 214.952.3403 or you can 
swing by our weekly meetings at Old Glory (Old Fire Station 2, 
5100 Dalrock Road).  

RF Image: UnSplash.com 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Sept 2nd Garland Annual Labor Day Pa-
rade, Scouts will march through the 
streets of Downtown Garland carrying 
the United States Flags.  
 
It’s an amazing site to see all the Scouts 
with US Flags leading the Labor Day 
Parade.  

More Upcoming Events: 

September 16th Troop Elections 

September 21st Craft Fair at Sachse High School (3901 Miles Road, Sachse, TX 75048), where the 
Scouts will be selling salsa.  

September 23rd Troop Court of Honor, where Scouts will be awarded Merit Badges completed 
during Summer Camp, and rank advancements since the May Court of Honor.  

 

Weekly Scout Meetings are at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are there every 
Monday night from 7:00pm until 8:30pm unless it’s a holiday, like week of Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas/Winter break, or New Years.     ϙ 


