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RCCC News 

 

September 21st was a busy day. Logistics man-
ager Greg Bass led a group of volunteers 
through a clean-out and clean-up effort that 
got us organized. Thanks to all who turned out! 
 
Meanwhile, Rowlett CERT offered support and 
information at the Dallas Preparedness Fair.  

Beth Wilkinson, Deb Rowles and Susan Henchal 
educaƟng RowleƩ’s seniors on safety preparedness. 

(Not pictured: Mark Riaboy) 

Rowlett Citizen Corps Council was on hand to 
educate and prepare several hundred of 
Rowlett’s seniors at the September 10th Senior 
Resource Fair.  
 
RCCC enthusiastically engaged Rowlett seniors 
at our CERT and ARES booths. 
 
Thanks to Beth Wilkinson, Deb Rowles, Susan Hen-
chal and Mark Riaboy for volunteering!  

Dave Berry, RheƩ Riegel and (not pictured) Erik Ernst staff the Dallas Prepare Fair. 
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RCCC News (continued)   

We’ve all experienced a full year in 2024, and it’s time to have fun.  Please come and cele-
brate as the RCCC throws you a family picnic to honor your volunteer service.   
 
Bring your family, your favorite folding chairs, beverage, game, and fun spirit!   
 
Sign up at https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/960983  or 
email admin@rowlettcitizencorps, and we’ll add you to the list.  Here are the details: 
  
3:00pm to 7:30pm 
Burgers and Hot Dogs, Potato Salad and Popcorn at 5pm 
  
Hope to see you there! 
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CERT News 

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to answer a 
set of questions.  They will always be the same ques-
tions but the answers can help us get to know some im-
portant stuff about our volunteers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they are a re-
vised version of Stephen Colbert’s questions for celebri-
ty guests.  Please note that participation, should some-
one be selected, is completely voluntary.  
 
It’s time to get to know this month’s featured member, 
Sharon Phillips! 

· Best sandwich? Muffuletta 
· What's one thing you own that you 

really should throw out?  A pair of 
comfy sweats that have a hole. 

· What is the scariest animal?   I know 
snakes aren’t animals, but they are the 
scariest creatures, so they win hands 
down! 

· Native Texan or From Another 
Land   Native Texan through and 
through! 

· Favorite action movie? Die Hard 
· Favorite smell?  Coffee 
· Least favorite smell?  Cigarette Smoke 
· Flat or sparkling water? ` Flat 
· Most used app on your phone? Facebook 
· You get one song to listen to for the rest of 

your life: what is it?  I Hope You Dance 
· Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? A 

wonderous gift from God 

Sharon Phillips 

October CERT General Meeting Wednesday October 16th 7:00PM, 
Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road.  
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CERT News (continued) 

PER-213 Wide Area Search class: 3-day class coming in January 2025  
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/964659 ...and it’s filling 
up quickly!  
 
Rowlett CERT is sponsoring a 3-day Wide Area Search class January 10—12, 
2025. The class will be taught by experienced instructors from  
the Federal Urban Search and Rescue System.  

This course exposes participants to a search management system focused on resource man-
agement and search documentation designed to conduct search operations efficiently and 
effectively. The instructor cadre will lead participants through facilitated discussions, table-top 
exercises, and hands-on activities in practical search skills and search management based on 
real world scenarios. The three-day long event concludes with a table-top exercise which re-
quires participants to utilize the skills gained during the course to work through an incident 
from start to finish in a single operational period. 
 
The instructor cadre are experienced search and rescue team members from the Federal Ur-
ban Search and Rescue System (FEMA US&R), State, municipal, and Volunteer teams. They 
bring a wealth of experience gained responding to some of nation’s largest and most chal-
lenging operations. 
 
It is highly recommended that prior to training, participants complete: 
 
IS-100.c, Introduction to the Incident Command System https://tinyurl.com/3huvzn2e  
IS-200.c, Basic Incident Command System for Initial Response https://tinyurl.com/yrzjbds5  
 
Upon successful completion, you will be able to:  
· Plan for the response to an incident and evaluate capabilities and limitations of resources 

necessary to conduct a Wide Area Search 
· Collect, process, evaluate, and utilize intelligence required to formulate search strategies 

for Wide Area Searches 
· Plan and conduct operations to support a Wide Area Search 
 
For more information about the course, contact Erik Ernst, erik_ernst@hotmail.com. 

The purpose of this course is to prepare participants to sup-
port a large search and rescue incident in a variety of roles 
ranging from searchers in the field, planning and support 
staff, and incident command. While built around the mod-
el of a large search and rescue event following a disaster, 
the course content applies to a vast number of critical situ-
ations including missing persons searches, natural disasters, 
terrorist incidents, and other scenarios. RF Image: UnSplash.com 

When disaster strikes it can be a challenge to effectively mobilize, organize, and deploy re-
sources needed to perform search and rescue operations.   
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ARES News  

Rowlett ARES just completed another successful ARRL Technician Class. A 
couple of new hams-in-the-making will be taking their Technician exam soon!  
 
On September 27th the RCCC board approved the ARES budget requesting 
funds for a new repeater to replace the aging AB5U VHF unit that is approxi-
mately 30 years old. This should improve out ability to communicate more 
efficiently during bad weather conditions.  

October 7th  Rowlett ARES Monthly Net at 20:00 on AB5U UHF 441.325 + 162.2. 
 
October 16th CERT Monthly General Meeting at Old Glory from 19:00 to 21:00 
 
October 21th Rowlett ARES Monthly In-Person meeting at 19:00 in FS#2 training room, 8602 
Schrade Rd. We’ll discuss guidance on how to run a net — an important skill for upcoming Sky-
warn season!  

Explorer News  Our Explorers spent  September training with knots, anchors, mechani-
cal advantage, and patient packaging. They wrapped up their ropes 
practice with practicals and a quick drill. Finishing up the month the 
Post had a training over conflict resolution and sexual harassment 
prevention and response. 
 
The Fire Explorers had a special training in September as they got to 
practice aerial assault with ladder throws and operations. Rowlett FD 
has big plans for training in the future and keeping our Fire Explorers 
seasoned. 
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Explorer News (continued)  

Jordan Collins 

Explorer Highlight: Jordan Collins  
 
Jordan has been a part of the Post for two years and two  months. 
Jordan joined the Post because she was brought by a friend, and 
met amazing people. 

Upcoming Explorer Events 
 
Swiftwater Training  Hands-on training for Swiftwater rescue in the rapids of the Comal River 
in New Braunfels.  October 18th – 20th 
 
First Aid, CPR, and AED Class  Join us October 19th at Fire Admin and get your first aid, CPR, 
and AED certifications up to date.  
 
Explorer’s Halloween Campout 
Our annual haunting out in West, TX. Scary stories, movies, and other spooky hijinks to be 
had. October 25th – 27th  To sign up:  https://tinyurl.com/yc5dnvn6    

 
Outside of the Post Jordan likes to read and bake. She’s 
currently reading Crescent City. 
 
Jordan’s priority within the Post is to find independence. 
She started with a friend group and now wants to stand 
on her own feet. 
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BSA T646 News  

Troop 646 has moved into selling Salsa for the current fundraiser. Thanks for 
everyone that purchase popcorn or gave a donation to T646.  Please place 
your orders for Salsa between now and Oct 9, 2024. We have 16oz canned 
jars for $8.00. The Scout earns $5.00 for each jar sold and will go towards the 
adventure in Scouting and/or Camping Supplies.  

Garland Labor Day Flag Corp 

We currently have Mild, Mild Black Bean and Corn, Chipotle Hot (Smoky Flavor), and Fire (has 
Jalapenos and Habaneros, with a good kick). Place your order with Jimmy Zapata Assistant 
Scoutmaster (twozaps@gmail.com or 214.952. 3403) through any Scout with T646, or you can 
swing by our weekly meetings at Old Glory (Old Fire Station 2 of Rowlett). We can take Zelle, 
Square, or cash. Thank you! 

Scouts Making Salsa Salsa in Stock! 
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BSA T646 News (continued)  

Upcoming Events: 

Upcoming Events 
October 2nd: Helping with the Food Pantry at First Christian Church of Rowlett 
October 5th  Tri-City Clean-up 
October 5th RCCC Picnic 
October 12th  Staffing Cub Fun Day 
October 25th -27th  Halloween Campout -LBJ Grasslands near Decatur.  
 

Weekly Scout Meetings are at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are there every 
Monday night from 7:00pm until 8:30pm unless it’s a holiday, like week of Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas/Winter break, or New Years.       

Playing Taps at the ending of our Scout 
Court of Honor.  


