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Fall greetings!   
 
The Board of Directors of the Rowlett Citizen Corps Council recently held a leadership re-
treat, where we focused on several areas to help with our future growth, management, and 
operations.  Several important decisions were made that will impact you in various ways.  Here 
is a summary of these changes, with more details to be shared later.   
 
· Effective January 1, 2026, the RCCC Board will be reduced to nine members, three of 

whom will be at-large elected from the general membership.  Elections for the three at-
large members will take place at the November 19 RCCC Annual Meeting.  This change 
reflects our desire to be nimbler in decision-making. It adds opportunities for more members 
to be involved in the day-to-day management and operations of the organization. 

· We are restructuring program management as well as the Board makeup.  Effective Janu-
ary 1, both ARES and Fire Corps will report to the CERT Director, who in turn reports to the 
VP of Program Operations at the Board level.  The Exploring Program Direction and Scout-
ing Programs will report to the VP, Youth Programs at the Board level.  

· We created a new VP Board position for Membership Care.  This new focus enables us to 
concentrate on making your volunteer experience exceptional, with opportunities for 
growth, social interaction, and rewards.  We have the best volunteers and wish your experi-
ence with the RCCC to be outstanding.  This new position will operate much like a com-
mercial Human Resources department, but with a focus on volunteers in mind.  There will 
be plenty to do and numerous opportunities if you would like to help with this initiative.   

· We also created a VP of Administration, who will oversee technology, logistics, and build-
ing maintenance.  Needless to say, this is a huge responsibility that will require a lot of will-
ing hands to make it successful.  

· Beginning October 1, a new endeavor will begin to have members recommit to volunteer 
service in the following year.  This annual opt-in type program aims to keep active mem-
bers on our rolls up-to-date with their contact information and provide them with relevant 
opportunities.  Please refer to the email that was sent regarding this critical topic.  

· The current Rehab unit will be decommissioned, and the new CERT truck will become dual-
purpose - for both CERT and Fire Corps.  This move is necessary to comply with city regula-
tions and helps us streamline our program processes. 

We are excited about these changes and know that a bet-
ter, more solid organization will result.  Look for 
more announcements to follow over the coming months, 
which will provide further details on these new roles. 
 
Whitney P. Laning 
RCCC President 

An important message from RCCC President Whitney Laning:  
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RCCC News (continued) 

The next CERT General Meeting is on Wednesday, October 15th, 2025 
7PM at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road.  

CERT News  

CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to 
answer a set of questions.  They will always be 
the same questions but the answers can help us 
get to know some important stuff about our vol-
unteers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they 
are a revised version of Stephen Colbert’s ques-
tions for celebrity guests.  Please note that par-
ticipation, should someone be selected, is com-
pletely voluntary. This month, let’s get to know 
Sylvia Pilkington!  

Sylvia Pilkington 

· Best sandwich?   
Definitely a bacon sandwich, piled high for 
breakfast. 

· What's one thing you own that you really 
should throw out?  Boxes & boxes of yarn.   

· What is the scariest animal?  Snakes! 
· Native Texan or From Another Land?    

Transplanted here 50 years ago. My roots 
have definitely grown very deep in the Tex-
as clay soil.  

· Favorite action movie? I don’t have one: I 
rarely watch movies. 

· Favorite smell? Fresh home-baked bread 
and desserts.  

 

· Least favorite smell? Anything moldy. 
· Flat or sparkling water? Flat with lots of ice. 
· Most used app on your phone? Email and 

Google 
· You get one song to listen to for the rest of 

your life: what is it? “Amazing Grace“ with 
a medley of praise choruses. 

· Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? 
Blessed beyond measure by God!   

Image:  
clipart-library.com 

RCCC Board meetings are OPEN. Please participate by attending the upcom-
ing meeting on Friday October 17th at 6:30PM at OG, 5100 Dalrock Road.  
 
The RCCC Annual Meeting will take place on November 19th 6:30PM, just be-
fore the November CERT meeting. 
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We’ve got a number of upcoming meetings and nets. If you’d like to pre-
sent a topic, or learn to run net control, please talk to ARES director Mark 
Riaboy.  
 
Please note the following events and schedule changes:  

ARES News  

 
Saturdays, October 4th and October 11th — CERT G317 training. If you know of anyone that 
would be interested, information and registration is available at "https://
rowlettcitizencorps.org/wp/?page_id=471". If any member of ARES is interested in refreshing 
their skills, you may audit either or both days at no charge. Keeping our skills sharp helps eve-
ryone during ARES and CERT activations. 
 
Monday, October 6th @ 20:00 - Monthly NET on AB5U UHF 441.325 + 162.2 
 
Wednesday, Oct 15th @ 19:00 - CERT general membership meeting at 5100 Dalrock Road 
 
Monday, Oct 20th @ 19:00 - ARES Monthly In-Person Meeting @ FS#2 training room. Emergen-
cy Manager Blake Margolis will be our guest speaker.  
 
We need at least 12 radio operators for each of the two shifts to assist with radio communi-
cations during the NTX CERT Rodeo scheduled for Saturday, October 25th. The shifts will be 
running from 07:00 to 10:30 and 10:30 to 14:00. Nine radio operators will work with each of 
the 9 rodeo activities to keep things coordinated. The other three positions will be helping 
with the registration table, parking coordination, and working with administrative staff to 
keep things running smoothly. You can sign up on TrackItForward at "https://
www.trackitforward.com/site/629100/event/1098769"  
  
November 1st, Garland RACES will be performing a Backyard Exercise 
from 0900-1200 to practice using go boxes on simplex and Winlink. Garland RACES invites 
Rowlett RACES to participate. For further information, please contact Frank Seigler 
at "seigler@earthlink.net". 
 
 

Did you miss Skywarn training earlier in the year? Do you wish you could get 
a refresher? You’re in luck! A recording of the National Weather Service’s 
Severe Weather Education training is available here: Severe Weather Educa-
tion (Basic Skywarn) 2025 Recording (Or https://tinyurl.com/2unnrv9r for 
those who have difficulty with the link.)  
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Explorer News We’re tying up our knots and mechanical advantage training in prepa-
ration for our ziplining campout at Shiloh Adventures in OKC. Shiloh Ad-
ventures offered a great experience as we experienced their ziplining, 
obstacle courses, and tailor-made leadership courses. 
 
Our fire explorers focused on training vehicle stabilization on large com-
mercial vehicles and civilian vehicles. A huge thank you to Rowlett Fire 
for their continued dedication and service with our post. 

Explorer Highlight: Abigail Ceballos  

Abigail has been a part of the post for two 
months. 
 
She joined the post to help people and to have 
the opportunity to help with EMS. 
 
Outside of the post Abbi likes to spend time with 
her family, practice her photography skills, and 
with audio visual podcasting. 
 
Her priorities within the post are to learn more first 
aid skills and learn about opportunities with the 
EMS career field. 
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Explorer News (continued) 

Upcoming events: 
 
Shooting Campout. We’re going down to West Texas to celebrate Halloween 
and practice our firearm skills. Friday, October 31st 7PM —Sunday, November 
2nd noon.  
 
Whirlyball Lock-in 
Join us for a night of fun at Whirlyball Texas followed by a lock-in at Fire admin! 
Friday, November 14th, 7:00 pm – Saturday, November 15th, 6:00 am 

Scouting News 

Dalrock Trash Pick-up Morning 
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Scouting News  (continued)  

Canoe Trip at Lake Ray Hubbard 

Cold Springs, Oklahoma August Campout 
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Scouting News (continued) 

Help the Scouts Help Our Schools 

Elementary teachers: 
· Pencils 
· Crayons 
· Dry erase markers-black 
· Glue sticks 
· Colored pencils 
· Black and red pens 
· Scissors-rounded and 

sharp 
· Markers in Primary colors-

skinny and regular 

Middle School teachers: 
· Kleenex 
· Paper towels 
· Pencils-mechanical and 

regular 
· Paper 
· Expo dry erase markers 
  

High School teachers: 
· Expo Wet erase markers 
· Kleenex 
· Lysol wipes 
· Sharpie permanent mark-

ers, fine tip 
· Pencils 
· Pens-black, blue and red 
· Thin permanent markers 
· Color pencils 
· Index Cards 
· Paper 
· 1-inch binders 
  

Teachers are requesting brand name products, and please, nothing from 
Dollar Tree.  Nothing lasts for over a month if the product is cheap. 
 
Thank you for any help you can give the teachers. 

After surveying many teachers, asking 
what supplies they run out of during the 
year, this is a list of needed items: Image: FreePik.com 

Collection boxes will be available 
at OG (5100 Dalrock Road) and 
Fire Admin (4701 Rowlett Road) for 
dropping off donated supplies un-
til October 1.  

Weekly Scout Meetings are at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are 
there every Monday night from 7PM until 8:30PM unless it’s a holiday. 

If you know someone between the ages of 10.5 through 17 years, let them know 
about Scouting. Visit us on any Monday (except holiday weeks, such as Labor Day).  


