
RCCC	News 
April	2025	 
 

Inside this Issue 

RCCC News……………………………..1 

CERT News……...……...…………..…2—3 

ARES News………………………………4 

Explorer News……………….………..5—6 

BSA News……………………….….….. 7 

 

This year’s RCCC banquet recognizes 2024 service excellence for all RCCC pro-
grams. Please join us for an evening of delicious food, fellowship and fun. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to relax over a meal, and introduce your spouse to your 
RCCC friends and colleagues. Volunteers are welcome to bring their "plus one", and 
additional guests are welcome to purchase tickets for $10 each, to cover dinner.  
 
More details (exact time, location) are coming soon. In the meantime, check out 
Track it Forward for this and other event sign-ups.   

Mark Your Calendars! Springtime in Rowlett means a lot of fun volunteer 
events, training, and our annual RCCC Banquet on Saturday May 3rd. 

DFW Fire Games will take place on Saturday, April 26th, and not on 
the 19th as previously published on Track it Forward. If you signed up 
to volunteer, please re-check and adjust your availability as needed.  
 
If you aren’t volunteering, come on out and cheer for our Explorers in 
this inspiring and action-packed day.  

Citizen’s Fire Academy Have you ever wanted to 
know what firefighters do? Are you interested in put-
ting your skills to the test? Classes will meet every 
Thursday night April 3 – May 24 from 6:30pm to 
9:30pm. The class culminates in a live-fire field day on 
Saturday, May 24 where families can come and share 
in what they learned. Spaces are extremely limited! 
Email Julie Ward at jward@rowlett.com 

The rescheduled CERT Quarterly Drill will take place on Sunday, April 13th,   
Join in to refresh your skills!   
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CERT “11 Questions” Challenge 

Each month, we randomly pick a member to 
answer a set of questions.  They will always be 
the same questions but the answers can help us 
get to know some important stuff about our vol-
unteers.   
 
We can’t take credit for the questions as they 
are a revised version of Stephen Colbert’s ques-
tions for celebrity guests.  Please note that par-
ticipation, should someone be selected, is com-
pletely voluntary. This month, let’s get to know 
Deb Rowles!  

Deb Rowles 

· Best sandwich?  Ham and Swiss on Rye with 
a cold beer 

· What's one thing you own that you really 
should throw out?  A beloved sweatshirt I 
should throw out, but I can’t do it  

· What is the scariest animal?  A snake — 
any snake 

· Native Texan or From Another Land?  From 
another land: a proud Nevadan 

· Favorite action movie? Any of the K-9 
movies 

· Favorite smell? Scent of pine trees say up 
in the mountains 

· Least favorite smell? Decomposition is the 
worse smell 

· Flat or sparkling water?  Flat 
· Most used app on your phone? Flipp, so I 

can see what’s on sale and make a gro-
cery list 

· You get one song to listen to for the rest 
of your life: what is it?  “What a Wonderful 
World” by Louis Armstrong 

· Describe the rest of your life in 5 words? 
Ready and Willing to Serve 

CERT News  

 Every good Texan loves a rodeo.  
And every good CERT volunteer knows the im-
portance of preparation.  

So why not combine the two? Rowlett CERT will be hosting our first 
CERT Rodeo on Saturday, September 20th at Fire Station Two. We’ll 
compete in Line Search, Cribbing, a Fire Extinguisher Shooting Gal-
lery, an IC Drill, Building Search, First Aid Follies and Damage Assess-
ment.  

Visit https://ntxcertrodeo.com/ and join the CERT General Meetings and Quarterly 
Drills to learn more. And think about whether you’d like to compete or be on the sup-
port team: parking, registration, proctoring and more. Sign up is coming to Track it 
Forward, soon!  
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CERT Monthly Meeting Wednesday, April 16, 2025 7PM at Old Glory 
Station, 5100 Dalrock Road. The meeting topic will be  Damage 
Assessment. In a large scale disaster, the city and FEMA will de-
pend on CERT to assist with damage assessment. Learn how to 
safely assess building damage and accurately rate "minor", 
"major" or "destroyed" damage levels.  

CERT News (continued) 

Is this house destroyed, or has it sustained major or 
only minor damage? Do you know how to use the 
Survey 123 tool to report damage?  
 
For these answers and more, join us on Wednesday, 
April 16th at the CERT General Meeting at OG.  

Another successful G317 Class was held in early March, with eight new volunteers 
joining CERT! Please introduce yourself at the next event as we welcome Jeff Butler, 
Rebecca & Ryan Day, Dana Lewis, Brenda McIntosh, Priestly Mitchell, Doug Mitrisin 
and Victoria Tyler.   

This class has really raised the bar: three new volunteers 
have already completed their FEMA IS-100. Way to go, 
Ryan Day, Rebecca Day, and Priestly Mitchell!  
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ARES News  

Upcoming Events 

Monday, April 7 @ 20:00 - ARES NET AB5U UHF 441.325 + 162.2 
 
Monday, April 21 @19:00 ARES In-Person meeting with Emergency Coordinator Blake 
Margolis 
 
Saturday, May 3 and Sunday May 4  MS150 bike marathon needs radio support along 
the route. Contact James (LT) Marple KB5ZDG j.marple@verizon.net 
 
Ham Radio Technician Training 

For those curious about joining the fun and exciting adventure of local and world 
communications via ham radio, a new course curriculum has been established for the 
RCCC. The new curriculum shortens the classroom time to approximately 3 to 4 hours 
of in-person work (its previous schedule was two weekend Saturdays) and some study-
ing on your own before you are ready to take the FCC Technician License exam. 
Scheduling is flexible. Registration is available at 
https://rccc-100286.square.site/product/amateur-radio-technician-class/21?
cs=true&cst=custom 
 
If you have any questions, contact ARES Director Mark Riaboy 
at info@rowlettares.com.  

If you’ve been watching the wildfire alerts coming from the National 
Weather Service, you may be interested in a free app called Windy 
(available for iPhone and Android). Not only does Windy offer an in-
formative 10-day forecast, but it also has a detailed (down to street 
level) fire danger map. You can access the fire danger map by down-
loading the Windy app, and clicking the red ‘hamburger’ menu in the 
lower left corner.  
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Explorer News 

Fire Games training is back and the Explorers are training hard for our 
DFW Fire Games! Our Explorers are drilling in their skills for the Make 
and Break, Bunker Gear Relay, Firefighter Combat Challenge, Room 
Search, and EMS practicals. 

At our meetings we had a guest speaker; Ken Bell with the Texas Division of Emergency 
Management. Additionally we had  a lesson on how to set up hooks, rods and reels for 
our horseback riding and fishing campout at beautiful Fort Parker.  
 

Explorer Highlight: Jordan Collins 
Jordan has been a part of the post for three years now. She joined the post because 
she wanted to expand knowledge and training as well as serve the community.  
Outside of the post Jordan likes to read, spend time with her boyfriend, friends, and 
family as well as try new things. 
 
Jordan’s current priorities within the post are to make sure that everyone is constantly 
learning new things while making memories and having fun. 

Jordan Collins 
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Explorer News (continued) 

Babysitting Class and Certification 
Become certified to make sure the kids you’re watching are safe and 
properly taken care of!  April 5th 8:00AM— noon at Rowlett Fire Admin, 
4701 Rowlett Rd, Rowlett, TX 75088. 

DFW Fire Games April 26th 6:00AM - 1:00PM 
It's that time of the year, where we start heating up for the annual DFW Fire Games! We 
look forward to the training and dedication to excellence that our Post always brings 
forward.  
 
RCCC members note: there are still volunteer opportunities to support our Fire Explorers 
with parking and with the Firefighter Combat Challenge event. This is a wonderful 
chance to see our inspiring Explorers in action. It’s always a fun time, so check out TIF. 
 
Rowlett Fire Station 2, 8602 Schrade Road, Rowlett, TX 75088 
 
Waco Surf Campout 
Explorers are beating the heat and starting off summer with a splash, as we go down to 
the BSR Cable park in Waco TX from May 23rd to May 25th. May 23rd, 7:00 pm - May 
25th, 12:00 pm.  
 



BSA646 News 

2023 Spring Break Campout Enchanted Rock hike, camping in Kerrville, and Wil-
derness Survival Merit Badge 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
April 5th Hastin’s Eagle Project 2nd Workday. Keep Rowlett Beautiful Great American 
Clean-up 
 
April 9th Monthly Committee Meeting 
 
April 20th Easter 
 
Weekly Scout Meetings at Old Glory Station, 5100 Dalrock Road, Rowlett. We are 
there every Monday night from 7:00PM until 8:30PM unless it’s a holiday like School 
Winter Break, New Year’s, or Memorial Day.      

When you know someone between the ages of 10 1/2  through 17 years of age, let 
them know about Scouting, and tell them to visit us any Monday (except holiday 
weeks). If we get five young ladies (between 10 1/2 through 17 years old) and a fe-
male parent/leader we can start a female troop. Currently there is only one BSA Fe-
male Troop in the city of Rowlett. We now have three BSA Male Troops in the city of 
Rowlett.  


